
Hidden Oaks shows its 
stewardship ethic.

A five-year stewardship project 
reaches its pinnacle this fall. 
A National Wildlife Federation 

representative will attend a Sep-
tember county Board of Supervi-
sors meeting to formally name the 

Greater Mason District Community an official Certified Wildlife 
Habitat. 

Hidden Oaks Nature Center (HONC) Assistant Manager 
Suzanne Holland said the designation shows that “the greater 
Annandale community has embraced the idea of providing an 
environmentally-friendly community for wildlife.” 

To earn the designation, the project required that 300 homes 
in the area of about 40,000 homes be certified along with seven 
schools and five park/church/business areas. Thirteen schools 
and almost as many park/church/business areas, including Hid-
den Oaks, were certified in Mason District by the end of July. A 
cake-cutting celebration for all of the homeowners is scheduled for 
September 25 at the Friends of Hidden Oaks Nature Center booth 
during Mason District Day at Mason District Park.

Certification requires five steps:  

• Three food sources, such as native plants, pollen or nuts.

• One water source. Supervisor Gross’ office pushed for recycled 
sources such as the bottom of a terracotta plant dish with rocks 
for a butterfly water source.

• Two pieces of cover. These could be similar to the food source or 
a wooded area, shrubs, thickets or evergreens.

• Two places to raise young. Cover could double as a home, which 
could also be a host plant for caterpillars or nesting boxes.

• Two sustainable gardening practices, such as mulching, com-
posting or eliminating fertilizers. 

Hidden Oaks encouraged native plants instead of artificial struc-
tures to accomplish many of the steps. HONC Manager Michael 
McDonnell said the park was “a partner and one of the engines of 
this movement.” 

Hidden Oaks conducted 35 classes on backyard habitats over 
the past several years. HONC staff also joined members of the 
Friends of Hidden Oaks to carry the backyard habitat message 
to Earth Day programs and the local Mason Day celebration. The 
Friends group supported three habitat demonstration areas at Hid-
den Oaks– a Monarch butterfly way station, a butterfly garden 
and a traditional backyard habitat – and made other community 
presentations about the program. 

Going Wild in Mason District
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Do you know that along the banks of the 
Potomac River there is a Fairfax County 
park so pristine that you easily can 

imagine what life was like for Native Americans 
who settled there some 13,000 years ago?

That place is Riverbend Park in Great Falls, 
and for the 12th time it will host the Virginia In-
dian Festival to educate the public about tribes 
that are native to Virginia. This year’s festival, 
set for Sept. 11 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., should 
be bigger and better than ever after a two-
year absence. The 2008 festival was canceled 
because of weather, and the festival was not 
scheduled in 2009 because of concerns about 
staff cuts, said Riverbend manager Marty 
Smith.

“It really is a big event,’’ said Smith, noting 
that the festival draws on average 2,000 visi-
tors. “It is the only event like it in the state of 
Virginia.”

With so many Indian sites abounding in 
Riverbend, Smith said it was natural for the 
park to host such an event. He said there is 
so much misinformation about Native Ameri-
cans that the festival has become “historically 
significant.”

Only Virginia tribes are featured. Among the 
tribes that have been represented over the 
years are the Pamunkey, Mattaponi, Upper 
Mattaponi, Chickahominy, Monocan Nation and 
Tauxenent.

Smith says Native Americans tell him there is 
a “powerful feeling” at Riverbend. He remem-
bers the first year the festival was held, when 
Shirley Little Dove, the daughter of the chief of 
the Mattaponi, was setting up. She saw two 

bald eagles circle overhead and said, “That’s 
a sign.” And when the Rappahannock dancers 
perform, it’s as if you can hear the drums from 
500 years ago, Smith said. 

The festival is run like a pow-wow, with 
hands-on activities and crafts. Over the years, 
kids have learned to make a dug-out canoe 
much like one that would have been used for 
fishing and trading with other tribes throughout 
the Chesapeake Bay region.  With one canoe 
already on display, they’re ready to start work-
ing on another one, Smith said.  

Children can learn how to shoot a bow and 
arrow, use an atlatl, make arrowheads and 
tan deer hides. Adults can shop for jewelry, 
artwork and other treasures.     

Admission to the festival is $5 per person, 
and there is shuttle service to parking.   
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NATURAL RESOURCE AND  
HISTORIC SITES

BURKE LAKE PARK 
7315 Ox Road, Fairfax Station 

703-323-6600

COLVIN RUN MILL 
10017 Colvin Run Road, Great Falls 

703-759-2771

ELLANOR C. LAWRENCE PARK 
5040 Walney Road, Chantilly 

703-631-0013

FRYING PAN FARM PARK 
2709 West Ox Road, Herndon 

703-437-9101

GREEN SPRING GARDENS PARK 
4603 Green Spring Rd, Alexandria 

703-642-5173

HIDDEN OAKS NATURE CENTER 
7701 Royce Street, Annandale 

703-941-1065

HIDDEN POND NATURE CENTER 
8511 Greeley Blvd., Springfield 

703-451-9588

HUNTLEY MEADOWS PARK 
3701 Lockheed Blvd., Alexandria 

703-768-2525

LAKE ACCOTINK PARK 
7500 Accotink Park Rd., Springfield 

703-569-3464

LAKE FAIRFAX PARK 
1400 Lake Fairfax Park, Reston 

703-471-5414

RIVERBEND PARK 
8700 Potomac Hills Street, Great Falls 

703-759-9018

SULLY HISTORIC SITE 
3650 Historic Sully Way, Chantilly 

703-437-1794

HISTORIC PROPERTIES RENTAL SERVICES 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/weddings.htm 

703-938-8835

Need directions or more information? 
Go to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks

Riverbend Indian Festival Returns

The Riverbend Indian Festival returns this 
September after a two-year hiatus. 

By Lori K.Weinraub, Fairfax County Park 
Authority Volunteer

It’s your turn to buy a round!

Give someone a round of golf with a Park 
Authority gift card. They’re available at county 
RECenters, golf courses, nature centers and 
historic sites.

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/riverbend/
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In this time of tight budgets, as 
funding for staffing and main-
tenance shrinks, use of Fairfax 

County’s parks has never been 
greater. The Fairfax County Park 
Foundation helps to fill this gap.

The Park Foundation is a tax-
exempt, charitable organization that 
supports the Fairfax County Park 
Authority by raising private funds, 
obtaining grants and creating part-
nerships that supplement tax dollars 
for parkland, facilities and services. 

Residents often ask why a 
charitable organization is needed for 
our parks. Fairfax County citizens 
pay taxes and vote for park bond 
referenda. Park users pay fees for classes and camps and for the use 
of recreation centers, golf courses and other facilities. However, few 
know that less than one cent of each Fairfax County General Fund tax 
dollar is allocated to parks. The Park Authority relies on fees for more 
than 60% of its operating expenses. While this is economically effi-
cient, many park facilities and programs can’t easily be fee-supported. 
Examples are open space, trails, playgrounds, athletic fields, neigh-
borhood parks, community concerts, natural and historic resource 
preservation, and services to low-income residents and people with 
disabilities.

The Park Foundation helps by promoting and coordinating park 
fundraising efforts. As a charitable organization registered under Sec-
tion 501c3 of the Internal Revenue Code, gifts to the Foundation are 
tax deductible, and the organization is eligible for grants from corpo-
rate and private entities that don’t give to government. The Foundation 
helps park Friends groups and supporters by receiving and accounting 
for contributions and by sending tax receipts to donors. Additionally, 
the Foundation reaches out to the business community to encourage 
sponsorships of park facilities and programs. 

Funding sources for the Park Foundation are nearly as diverse as 
the parks themselves. Credit card donations may be made on the 
Foundation website. Funding also comes from federal, state and 
private grants; workplace giving programs (United Way, Combined 
Federal Campaign and the Commonwealth of Virginia Campaign); 
gifts of securities; vehicle donations; and commemorative trees and 
park benches. Through partnerships with Amazon.com and eBay, 
a percentage of purchases made through the Foundation website is 
donated to Fairfax County parks. 

The Park Foundation recently initiated a program that encourages 

park users to include parks in their estate and financial planning. 
These legacy gifts assure park experiences for future generations. 
There are a variety of vehicles for legacy gifts, some of which may 
have tax benefits for donors as well as heirs. Life-income gifts can 
provide income during the donor’s lifetime in addition to tax savings.

Donors to the Park Foundation can designate their contributions to 
a specific park, project or program. 

Not all donations are financial. Some far-sighted individuals protect 
land they love by donating it for preservation as parkland. Eakin 
Community Park, Ellanor C. Lawrence Park, Marie Butler Leven 
Preserve, John C. and Margaret K. White Gardens, and Olander and 
Margaret Banks Neighborhood Park are examples of parks that were 
donated or sold to the Park Authority at below-market rates.

Thanks to in-kind support from the Park Authority and other donors, 
the Foundation’s overhead expenses are only 6.7%, one of the low-
est rates of any charitable organization and a further guarantee that 
contributions are used as donors intend.  

Taxes and fees will no longer be adequate to fully fund the com-
prehensive park system and recreation services that Fairfax County’s 
diverse and active population wants. The Park Foundation exists to 
develop alternative funding sources and to provide individuals and 
businesses with opportunities to invest in our parks. We all benefit 
from the success of this effort.  

Learn more about the Foundation and its programs online at 
www.fairfaxparkfoundation.org or call 703-324-8581.

The Fairfax County Park Foundation is a 501c3 nonprofit organization that helps 
pick up where tax dollars leave off in meeting community needs for parkland,  
facilities and services. Contributions to the Park Foundation are tax deductible to the 
fullest extent allowed by law.

Picking Up Where Tax Dollars Leave Off
By Paul Baldino, Executive Director, Park Foundation

Ellanor C. Lawrence Park and Clemyjontri Park are examples of parks that exist because of donations to 
the Park Authority.

http://fairfaxparkfoundation.org/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
http://fairfaxparkfoundation.org/
http://fairfaxparkfoundation.org/Shop-for-Parks.html
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/ecl/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/resources/nrp_MBLP.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/resources/nrp_MBLP.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/GMP/WhiteMP.pdf
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/plandev/banks.htm
http://fairfaxparkfoundation.org/
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In years past, miners carried canaries into 
coal mines to provide early warning signals 
if toxic gases were present. When the 

delicate birds fell ill and stopped singing, it 
was time for the miners to get out.

Birds still signal changes in the environ-
ment, and Fairfax County has designated 
16 as indicator species to help keep tabs 
on what’s going on around us. Naturalist 
Leon Nawojchik, the 
manager at  
Ellanor C. Lawrence 
Park (ECLP) in 
Chantilly, says birds 
are good indicator 
species because they 
tend to be more “con-
spicuous.” He says 
“people see them, 
people hear them, 
they may have bright 
colors” and they tend 
to be “less secre-
tive” than animals 
that hide under rocks 
or only come out at 
night. Nawojchik notes 
birds also are “more 
sensitive to change” 
than many other species.

Those changes can be more subtle than 
the fumes that killed the canaries. By track-
ing whether a bird population is growing or 
shrinking, we get clues to what’s going on in 

our environment. Global warming is one well-
publicized environmental concern, and birds 
in the area have been letting us know climate 
change is occurring. 

Nawojchik, who is nearing 
retirement, says, “When I was 
young, birds like mocking-
birds, pelicans and cardinals 
were very much southern 
birds. Pelicans now have 
been found nesting in 
Maryland.” Mockingbirds and 
cardinals are found through-
out the region and north 
into Canada. On the other 
hand, winter wrens, scarlet 
tanagers and white-throated 
sparrows are migratory birds 
whose numbers may shrink in 
the area as they gradually shift their migration 
patterns north.

Succession is the 
term for these changes 
that occur naturally in 
the forest, and in Fairfax 
County it can be seen in 
such ways as the return 
of oak and hickory trees 
in areas reclaimed for 
parks and woodland. 
Early settlers clear-cut 

the land to make 
fields for farming, 
but as urban 
centers grew, 
fields made 
way once again 

for meadows, 
pine forests and 

the eventual growth 
of hardwoods. Field 
sparrows appreciate 

the open spaces that come with farming and 
natural events such as forest fires that clear 
land, but their numbers are declining now 
due to both reforestation of old farm fields 
and urbanization.

As forests become more fragmented in 
population centers, the types of birds there 
will change. Larger species, such as owls, 

hawks and eagles that require  
broad areas in which to live,  

will need the continued  
protection of large parks 
and stream valleys. 

Like everything else in 
nature, trees have a life 
cycle, and that natural life 

span can impact birds. Na-
wojchik explains that pine 
trees tend to die off at a 
much younger age than 
hardwood trees, and  
they are more prone to 
storm damage. When 
pine trees die and hard-

woods move in, birds like the pine warbler 
suffer from the change.

In order to keep natural diversity in the 
area, parks such as Ellanor C. Lawrence 
engage in controlled burns and other activites 
to provide a variety of habitats in which birds 
can dwell. The park’s 650 acres are designed 
to showcase forest, marsh and meadow 
habitats that attract a variety of plant and 
animal species. At last count, 133 species of 
birds have been documented at ECLP.  

Every species at the park is not neces-
sarily welcome. Fairfax County is engaged 
in a battle against invasive plants, such as 
Japanese stiltgrass (microstegium), which 
have a significant impact on birds. These 
non-native plants can choke out native plants 
upon which birds depend. Ovenbirds and 
Kentucky warblers are among the birds that 
nest on the forest floor, and their numbers 
may decline as Japanese stiltgrass spreads 
in the understory.  

Most backyard gardeners are familiar with 
what grazing deer can do to their gardens, 
and many birds could lend a sympathetic ear. 
Park Authority Naturalist Charles Smith notes 
that “over-browsing by white-tailed deer is 

Birds Are Telling Us Something
By Carol Ochs, Fairfax County Park Authority Volunteer

The Fairfax County Park Authority 
does not track the indicator species on 
a regular basis, but it does welcome 
input from county residents who would 
like to help keep tabs on area birds. 
Find a complete list of the bird indica-
tor species on the Ellanor C. Lawrence 
website. Fill out the 
form to help track 
the whereabouts 
of these and 
other birds in 
Fairfax County.

Red-shouldered hawks need 
broad areas, like parkland and 
stream valleys, or their population 
will decrease.

The pileated  
woodpecker is one of  
the Park Authority’s bird indicator species.

Cardinals, once a southern bird, are now 
seen north into Canada.

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/ecl/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/ecl/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/ecl/downloads/birds.pdf
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/resources/IMA/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/ecl/birds.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/ecl/birds.htm
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dramatically altering 
our forests, removing 
hundreds of spe-
cies, and eliminat-
ing bird habitat and 
many of the plant 
foods and insects 
on which birds rely for 
survival.”

The environmental 
impact on one bird 
was so extreme that 
its name was changed. Nawojchik says the 
brown-headed cowbird used to be known as 
a buffalo bird. When bison roamed free, the 
birds followed the animals and feasted on the 
insects the bison would kick up in their trav-
els. As the American buffalo were killed off, 
the birds adapted by moving into the growing 
pastureland and following cattle. They got a 
new name to suit their new role. 

You can’t miss an indicator like that.

12 things a kid should do in a 
county park before turning 12:

Knock the stuffing into  
somebody this fall. 

Head out to Colvin Run Mill at 1pm or 
2pm on Sunday, October 24, and make 
a scarecrow for your home or garden. 
Colvin Run has the stuffing and know-
how. You need to bring pants (for you 
AND the scarecrow) and a shirt, plus an 
old pair of panty hose. The cost is $6. 

Owls and other 
predatory birds need 
wide-ranging areas 
to hunt.

Make a New Friend

Have some fun in a kayak  
on the water at Riverbend Park.

3 Volunteer for a cleanup day

3 Kayak at Riverbend Park

3 Listen to a patent leather beetle at a 
nature center

3 Make ice cream at Sully Historic Site

3 Pet a pig at Frying Pan Farm Park

3 Talk to a puppet about olden days at 
Colvin Run Mill

3 Take a wagon ride at Frying Pan, 
Huntley Meadows, Riverbend or Sully

3 Camp overnight at Burke Lake Park 
or Lake Fairfax 

3 Tag a Monarch butterfly at 
Hidden Oaks

3 Help survey snakes at Ellanor C. 
Lawrence Park

3 Skate at Mt. Vernon Ice Arena

3 Visit a new park just to see what’s there

See more things a kid can do in parks in  
previous issues of ResOURces. Keyword: 
“things a kid”

Volunteer for a  
watershed cleanup day.

Pet a pig at  
Frying Pan Farm Park.

Lace up the skates  
at Mt. Vernon RECenter.

Photo by Elizabeth Cooper.

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/crm/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/riverbend/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/wp-nature.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sully/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/fpp/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/crm/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/fpp/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/huntley/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/riverbend/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sully/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/burkelake/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/lakefairfax/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/resources/archives/monarchs2.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/hiddenoaks/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/ecl/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/ecl/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/rec/mv/mv-ice.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/resources/printpub.htm
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Remember me as you pass by,
As you are so once was I,
As I am so you must be;
Prepare for death and follow me.

- Common 19th Century Epitaph 

You may look upon an old cemetery with fear or sadness, but 
historians, archaeologists and genealogists see a library of 
information about the past. Through the study of gravestones, 

grave marker designs, cemetery landscapes and the epitaphs on 
markers, they learn about a person’s religious beliefs, family structure, 
ethnic background, military service and even cause of death. Informa-
tion from multiple gravesites in a particular area may bring community 
details to light. Did an epidemic disease spread through this commu-
nity? Was this an Italian-American enclave? How many children did a 
typical family have? 

The information helps amateur and professional genealogists trace 
family roots. It also assists archaeologists and historians who attempt 
to piece together the lifeways of communities and individuals.

In addition to the church and private cemeteries throughout Fairfax 
County, there are more than 200 small, family cemeteries dotting  
the area.  Some are owned by relatives of the interred, some by  
homeowners associations or non-related landowners. Some, such  
as the Jamesson family cemetery at Mount Gilead Park and the 
Lee/Haight cemetery at Sully Historic Site, are on parkland and are 
cared for by Park Authority staff.   

The Jamesson plot has been re-fenced using the same bow-
and-picket design that originally surrounded the cemetery. The site 
features plain fieldstone head and foot markers and an obelisk family 

marker naming those 
who are buried there.  
Without the obelisk, it 
would be difficult to de-
termine who was buried 
at this cemetery.  Histo-
rians would need deeds, 
wills and death records 
to learn the burial 
locations of the known 
property residents.  

There are many 
cemeteries with simple 
head and foot markers 
which lack inscriptions.  
To the untrained eye 
these simply may seem 
to be rocks.  This is the 
case at Lahey Lost Val-
ley Park, where a small 
unmarked cemetery lies 
southwest of the house.  
It is overspread with 
periwinkle, a once commonly-used burial ground cover that can tip off 
archaeologists to cemetery locations.

Some cemeteries are lost to memory and known only through oral 
history or archival documents.  These can sometimes be located by 
trained archaeologists using non-invasive techniques such as ground 
penetrating radar or by carefully stripping topsoil to look for grave 
shafts. Contact county archaeologists at 703-534-3881 if you dis-
cover an unmarked cemetery. 

Preservation Virginia has named historic family cemeteries 
across the commonwealth as one of the 10 most endan-

gered historic sites of 2010.  Protecting and preserving 
these sites is a matter of respect for the deceased 

and for our state’s history. 

Historic Family Cemeteries Hold Clues to the Past

Two county cemetery registries 
are online for research and education. 
The registry on the Fairfax County 
Library’s website lists cemeteries 
in Fairfax County by cemetery type, 
cemetery number, name and city. 
Each listing links to a summary of the 
cemetery’s history or current condition 
and its location. 

The nonprofit Fairfax County 
Cemetery Preservation Associa-
tion (FCCPA) has a county cemetery 
registry with additional information 
and photos.  FCCPA protects and 
preserves family cemeteries of Fairfax 
County. FCCPA volunteers identify 
and document vandalism, neglect or 
encroachment threats, and they pre-
serve, protect, maintain and advocate 
for county cemeteries.

By Aimee Wells, Park Authority Historical Archaeologist

Author Aimee Wells will talk  
on the topic “Stones Speak in 
Historic Cemeteries” at a Cem-
etery Preservation & Restoration 
Seminar this fall. The free event 
will be held October 23 and 24 
at Frying Pan Farm Park. Call 
703-437-9101 to register.

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/vr/cem/cem232.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/vr/cem/cem209.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sully/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/gmp/laheyreport.pdf
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/gmp/laheyreport.pdf
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/2009/county-cementary-registries-online.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/vr/cem/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/offsite/?pg=http://www.honorfairfaxcemeteries.org/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/offsite/?pg=http://www.honorfairfaxcemeteries.org/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/offsite/?pg=http://www.honorfairfaxcemeteries.org/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/fpp/
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Saddle 
Up!
Local equestrians 
have new  
state-of-the-art 
facilities at  
Frying Pan  
Farm Park. 

New horse stables are open at 
Frying Pan Farm Park in Herndon. 
Park Authority Board Chairman Bill 

Bouie, noting that the community sorely 
needed the facility, calls them “an investment 
we can really feel good about.” 

The new facilities include: 

• 150 stalls

• Standard 10’ x 12’ stalls

• Five large 12’ x 12’ stalls

• Rubber mat floors in all stalls

• Concrete aisle ways

• Wash racks with hot and cold water

• Electricity in every stall

• An insulated roof

• A ventilation system

The new stables complement Frying Pan 
equestrian facilities that include an indoor 
riding arena with a sand-based floor and 
spectator seating for 800, two outdoor riding 
rings with all-weather footing, jump equip-
ment and more than three miles of cross-
country trails.  The site hosts individual riders 
with or without instructors and horse shows 
that feature some of the area’s top horses 
and riders. 

The facility design allows additional stalls 
to be added in the future. Park Authority 
personnel visited other facilities during the 
design phase to learn best practices for such 
a building, and the results show in the ventila-
tion system that keeps the barn cool even in 
sweltering summer heat. Controlling tempera-
tures goes beyond comfort. It is a safety issue 
for the animals, as are the padded stalls and 

the secure facility locks.

 “This project was absolutely necessary,” 
Bouie said. “The old stables were literally 
falling apart, had drainage issues and were 
not healthy for horses. These new facilities 
are opening new doors for riding lessons 
and equestrian activities of all kinds.” 

Frying Pan Farm Park Manager Tawny 
Hammond said the new barns create  
opportunities for riders who would have to 
travel upwards of two to three hours to reach 
public facilities were it not for Frying Pan.

Hammond also noted the new building’s 
social value. “We are trying to make it ac-
cessible and introduce new people to these 
activities,” she said. The ADA accessible barn 
replaces facilities that were not accessible. 
It allows the park to host therapeutic and af-

fordable riding lessons, and it provides a 
place for youngsters who have never seen a 
horse up close to touch and learn. 

Following public approval of the project in 
a 2004 Park Bond, the Park Authority Board 
approved the project scope in the fall of 2007. 
Construction costs were $2.6 million of the 
$3.6 million project. 

The end result is an efficiently designed, 
intelligently constructed facility that success-
fully fulfills both a community decision and a 
community need. 

McDonnell said the effort may seem like “a drop in the bucket, but it’s stewardship, so the 
education component is a huge factor.” 

The Greater Mason District Community is the largest Community Wildlife Habitat in Virginia, 
the 44th community to earn the designation, the country’s second-largest volunteer/communi-
ty-coordinated certification project and the fourth-largest certified area in the nation. 

Other local certified areas include Arlington, Great Falls, Reston and the City of Falls Church. 
More than 133,000 backyards or balconies are certified nationwide. 

The Friends of Hidden Oaks initiated the Mason District project in 2005. The Fairfax County 
Environmental Quality Advisory Council last year presented Friends of HONC President Scott 
Birdwell its Environmental Excellence Award for his work on the project. 

The project team included Birdwell, District Supervisor Penny Gross, Park Authority Board 
Mason representative Frank Vajda, Friends of Hidden Oaks Vice President Kevin Holland, and 
McDonnell and Holland from Hidden Oaks. The Northern Virginia Conservation Trust, Earth 
Force, the Audubon Society of Northern Virginia and Home Depot also played roles in the 
accomplishment. Three local Home Depot stores increased their native plant selections during 
the program period and received a national award from their parent company for the project.

Wash racks with hot and cold 
water are included in the new 

stables at Frying Pan.

The new Frying Pan stables have 
rubber mat floors in the stalls. 

Going Wild in Mason District from page 1

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/fpp/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/fpp/equest.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/board/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/eqac/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/eqac/awards.htm
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County Wildlife Online
Fairfax County has a new  

wildlife information website.
Learn about coyotes, bats, beavers, deer and 

other native wildlife critters that share county space 
with us, and learn about the county’s wildlife man-
agement programs.

It’s all online at  
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/living/animals/wildlife/.

Snakes
A Natural Part of Our County

Snakes are a valuable part of 
nature in Fairfax County. Although 
naturalists are handling snakes 

in some of these photos, don’t handle 
snakes in the wild. Harassing wildlife is 
against the law, and some snakes will 
strike. Copperheads are the only indig-
enous venomous snake in the county. 
Not all of the snakes in the photos live 
in the woods of Fairfax County.

Learn about beavers in the parks 
through the county’s new wildlife 
information website.

Copperhead

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/living/animals/wildlife/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/living/animals/wildlife/
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GREEN IDEAS
There really are simple things you can do 
to make your home county a better place.

Here are some tips from Fairfax County 
employees about ways to be green. Pick two 
and put them into action at your home or office 
this month:

P Bring lunch to work in a reusable lunch box. 
Keep wrappers and plastic forks out of the 
landfill. 

P To get rid of ants without using harsh chemicals, sprinkle 
corn meal around your house and yard. 

P Cool leftover cooking water (pasta and veggies, etc.) and 
recycle it. Steamed and boiled veggies provide nutrients for 
houseplants. 

P Keep paper that has been printed on one side in a bin on your 
desk. Reuse the back side for notes. 

P Do you subscribe to a newspaper? Re-use that plastic bag to 
pick up pet poop.

P Use cloth reusable bags, not just for groceries, but at other 
stores you visit. Keep them in your car and taking them 
inside will become second nature.

P A full bus can take 40 cars off the road. Some employers of-
fer monthly transit benefits, so you could commute for free.

P Clean your furnace filter monthly to increase efficiency of the 
heating and air conditioning unit. 

P Invest in a programmable thermostat. They are inexpensive, 
easy to install and let you be more energy efficient.

Nominate a  
Celebrated Tree

You climbed its branches, sat in its shade  
or picked its fruit. 

Now it’s time to say thanks. Nominate one 
of the Celebrated Trees of Fairfax County.

The Fairfax County Tree Commission 
invites residents to celebrate big, historic,  
commemorative and favorite county trees.  
Details and nomination forms are at  
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/trees/celebratedtrees.htm.

Volunteering Works!
Wow, native plants are taking over the park! Virginia creeper is 
sweeping across the forest floor; ferns and seedling trees are  
popping up everywhere. The native wildflowers we planted are 
flourishing. Best surprise: red blossoms of trumpeter vine on side 
of a tulip poplar. I can’t remember when I last saw those red  
flowers in the McLean area.

– From a June 2010 Invasive Management Area (IMA) Report filed 
by volunteer Susan Turner. The IMA volunteer team had removed 
invasive plants at Falstaff Park and replanted native species.

Join hundreds of Fairfax County residents who volunteer, and spend 
more time in your beautiful parks. For information, call 703-324-
8750, or learn about volunteering and Fairfax County parks online.

VOLUNTEER
Here are things our volunteers do at golf courses, RECenters, 

gardens and parks: 

Volunteers help keep parks clean and RECenters running.

• Teach about county 
heritage

• Care for animals

• Beautify grounds

• Help with archaeological 
digs

• Lead nature programs

• Preserve history

• Cultivate park gardens

• Protect natural resources

• Write

• Sing

• Help others stay fit

• Manage golf play

• Greet park visitors

• Office operations

• Teach swimming

Check our website for volunteer opportunities. See a need and 
want to help? Contact a park manager and propose an idea or ask 
what needs to be done – or call 703-324-8750.

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/trees/celebratedtrees.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/bacs/fairfax_board.asp?lookup=23331
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/trees/celebratedtrees.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/volunteer/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/volunteer/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/volunteer/
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Tempted to drop a can, cup or bag out the car window or onto a 
sidewalk?

Two years ago, 208 Watershed Cleanup volunteers at Ellanor 
C. Lawrence Park worked three hours apiece and picked up nearly 
14,000 pounds of trash. 

The same thing happened that day at other sites in the Potomac 
River watershed. 

Prevent the problem:  Next time, find a trash can. 

Solve the problem:  Volunteer for this fall’s Watershed Cleanup 
on Saturday morning, October 16. For information, contact Dan 
Schwartz at Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District, 
703-324-1422.  

Learn more at these Fairfax County Park Authority sites: 

Hidden Oaks Nature Center, 703-941-1065 (Roundtree 
Park – Holmes Run)

Hidden Pond Nature Center, 703-451-9588 (Pohick Creek)

Huntley Meadows Park, 703-768-2525 (Little Hunting Creek)

Riverbend Visitor Center, 703-759-9018 (Potomac River)

Sully Historic Site, 703-437-1794 (Cain’s Branch)

Walney Visitor Center in Ellanor C. Lawrence Park, 
703-631-0013 (Flatlick Branch, Big Rocky Run, Cub Run  
and Frog Branch)

By Carol Ochs,  
Park Authority Volunteer

You’re 
never too 
young 

to contribute 
to your local 
parks. Just ask 
five-year-old 
Jet McClellen.

Jet’s a fan of Kid’s Korner and other pro-
grams at Ellanor C. Lawrence Park, and he 
decided to donate the $33.57 he raised from 
his neighborhood lemonade stand to help 
support the park. 

Jet’s mother, Lisa McClellan, says she 
grew up in the mountains of Santa Barbara, 
California, and learned that if she was having 
a bad day, taking a walk and enjoying the na-
ture around her made things better. When the 
McClellan family moved to Fairfax County two 
years ago, Lisa wanted to find outdoor experi-
ences for her kids, and she discovered the 
Kid’s Korner program. Lisa and Jet enjoyed 

taking walks around the park, and she says 
“miracle things” always seemed to happen 
along the way. They would see deer, find a 
snakeskin or spot a frog, and they started 
calling ECLP the “happy park.”

Jet noticed the donation box at the park, 
and Lisa explained that even though you can 
enjoy the park for free, it takes funding to 
maintain the park and pay for the programs. 
Jet, who was four at the time, said, “Well, 
mommy, let’s give them money.” And so the 
lemonade stand idea was born. 

Lisa says Jet sold dog bones, water, lol-
lipops and brownies, too, and was excited 
to put his hard-earned money in the dona-
tion box. “That’s what you should do, is give 
back,” says Lisa. “Teaching your kids that is 
the most important thing we can do.”

Assistant ECLP Park Manager John Shafer 
says donations are used to support programs, 
resource management, exhibits and the care 
of live animals. In the words of Jet’s mom, 
“it’s important to preserve places that anyone 
can go to.” 

Jet McClellan raised $33.57 for Ellanor C. 
Lawrence Park at his neighborhood  
lemonade stand.

A Lemonade Stand for the Parks

Turn this into attractive parkland by volunteering for this fall’s water-
shed cleanup.

Simple Acts Can Protect the Potomac Watershed 

Photo by Lisa McClellan

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/ecl/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/ecl/
mailto:dan.schwartz@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:dan.schwartz@fairfaxcounty.gov
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/nvswcd/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/hiddenoaks/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/hiddenpond/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/huntley/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/riverbend/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sully/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/ecl/
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Family Backpacking
Outdoor time together is great family time. 

Take a backpack hike. 
Five Fairfax County 
Park Authority sites 

rent or loan backpacks 
stocked with magnifying 
glasses, compasses,  
maps, plant and animal 
identification materials and 
other activities. They make 
for relaxing, intimate and 
enjoyable learning experi-
ences parents can share 
with children.  

• Hidden Pond Nature 
Center in Springfield 
provides Explorer Back-
packs to parents and 
children for $1. The packs include a net, identification guides, 
map, compass, containers and magnifiers. Naturalists on site 
can answer questions.

• Hidden Oaks Nature Center in Annandale rents Discovery Bags 
for $1. Kids match small, numbered sacks with signposts along 
the woodland trail. A guidebook encourages kids to use all five 
senses in the woods. The contents change with the seasons. 

• Riverbend Park’s Duff and Stuff bags contain a squirrel puppet 
and its story. Parents can pull out activity bags that correspond 
with events in the squirrel’s story. Riverbend also offers free 
scavenger hunt sheets for youngsters. 

• Frying Pan Farm Park in Herndon provides free backpacks that 
help hikers identify animal tracks, use their sense of smell to 
discover a spice bush, and use their sense of touch to recognize 
surrounding trees.

•  Green Spring Gardens in Alexandria provides free themed 
backpacks that include books and picture cards to help identify 
flowers and bugs. The packs also contain crayons and a note-
book for budding naturalists to 
journal what they see.

Check brochure racks at the  
sites for the self-guided tour maps. 
Packs are available when the park 
offices are open. The Spring  
2008 issue of ResOURces has 
more information.

Explore Our Website: 
Have some online fun. Explore the surprises on the Fairfax 
County Park Authority website. 

Go to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/ and type the keyword 
listed below into the Search box, or click on these links.

• See back issues of ResOURces. Search: “Resources 
newsletter.”

• The jumping off point for all things resources is ResOURces 
Online. Search: “resources.”

• Volunteer in a park. Search: “park 
volunteer” or “RMD volunteer.”

• Have you found the wildflowers 
page? Search: “wow.”

• Learn about the recommended 
plants for our area. Search:  
“gardening information.”

• Hear the sounds of the parks. 
Search: “park podcasts.”

Check out a backpack for a family tour 
of a county park. 

See more wildflower 
photos on the Park 
Authority’s website.

Green Spring Gardens is the place to learn about 
plants that are appropriate for Northern Virginia. 

Send someone a 
Thank You card!

Say thanks to a teacher, a coach,  

a friend or a colleague with a Park  

Authority gift card. They’re available at county  

RECenters, golf courses, nature centers and historic sites.

Photo by Carol Ochs

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/hiddenpond
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/hiddenpond
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/hiddenoaks/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/riverbend/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/fpp/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/gsgp/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/resources/Downloads/ResOURcesSp08.pdf
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/resources/printpub.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/resources/printpub.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/resources/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/resources/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/resources/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/volunteer/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/volunteer/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/volunteer/rmdvol-main.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/resources/wow-more.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/gsgp/gardening.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/podcasts/


The Fairfax County Park Authority is 
celebrating more than its 60th birthday 
this year. It is celebrating 60 years of 
caring for the county’s natural and 
cultural resources. 

Here are some of the agency’s historic  
stewardship highlights: 

1950 Fairfax County Board of Supervisors cre-
ates the Fairfax County Park Authority

1952 Park Authority’s first land purchase: 16 
acres that is now the heart of Great Falls 
Park

1959 First bond referendum for acquiring 
parkland ($4.8 million) passes by 135 
votes

 Park Authority obtains the Sully planta-
tion, signaling a move toward historic 
preservation

1960 County school board transfers to the 
Park Authority the Old Floris School 
property, now part of Frying Pan Farm 
Park

1964 Park Authority obtains another historic 
property, Colvin Run Mill

1965 Park Authority purchases Lake Accotink 
from the federal government

 Great Falls Park deeded to the National 
Park Service

1966 Park Authority purchases Lake Fairfax, a 
private recreational facility

1969  Dedication of first nature center, Hidden 
Oaks

1970s Division of Conservation expanded

 Nature centers constructed at Hidden 
Oaks, Hidden Pond and Riverbend

S T E W A R D S H I P
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Equal Access/Special Accommodations
The Fairfax County Park Authority is committed to equal access in all  
programs and services. Special accommodations will be provided upon 
request. Please call the ADA/Inclusion Coordinator 703-324-8563 
• TTY 703-803-3354 • www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/ada.htm

A Fairfax County, VA., 
publication

Subscribe to  
ResOURces
Learn about the events and resources in 
your parks. Subscribe to the quarterly 
newsletter ResOURces. We’ll send you an 
email with the link each time it’s published.

S U B S C R I B E

Stewardship Online: 
A Stewardship Primer

Stewardship Brochures

Nature Pages

Stewardship FAQ

Museum Collections

Cultural Resources

Natural Resources

60 Years of Stewardship

The Park Authority obtained Lake Accotink 
from the federal government 45 years ago.

The Park Authority began historic preserva-
tion 51 years ago with the acquisition of Sully 
Historic Site.

Green Spring Gardens has been a county 
horticultural information source for 35 years.

1971 Cabell’s Mill and Ellanor C. Lawrence 
Park donated to Park Authority

1973 Frying Pan Farm Park opens on the Old 
Floris School property

 Division of Historic Preservation created

1975 Huntley Meadows, largest property in 
the park system, acquired

 Green Spring Farm Park opens

1978 County archaeology program established

1983 Park Authority wins the National Rec-
reation and Park Association’s National 
Gold Medal 

2000 Fairfax County Park Foundation estab-
lished

2002 Park Authority wins National Recreation 
and Park Association National Gold 
Medal 

2006 Invasive Management Area program 
begins

2008 Park Authority accredited by the Com-
mission for Accreditation of Park and 
Recreation Agencies

 Ox Hill Battlefield Park is re-dedicated

http://parktakes.fairfaxcounty.gov/enews/e-subscriptions.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/resources/printpub.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/resources/stewardship.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/resources/stewardshipbrochures.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/resources/nrp_nature.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/resources/nrp_FAQ.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/collections/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/resources/resources-crp.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/resources/resources-nrp.htm
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Fall Events
l For more information, times, schedules, 
code numbers or to register for any of the 
programs listed, go to Parktakes Online at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parktakes/ 
and type the program title in the Search By 
Keyword/Location box, or call the site.

60 Years  
of Parks -  
Anniversary  
Celebration & 
Capstone Event
December 4, No reservations required, 
1-7pm, Free admission
Frying Pan Farm Park
Celebrate the Fairfax County Park Author-
ity’s 60th Anniversary with seasonal festivi-
ties at one of the most diverse parks in the 
agency. Stroll the farm enjoying live music, 
equestrian demonstrations and a farm house 
visit. Bring the family to Children’s Holiday 
Shopping at the Country Store. Meet Santa 
and make holiday crafts at “Christmas on the 
Farm” (advance registration required). Tour 
the 1930s working farm and the new, state-
of-the-art equestrian facilities. Wagon rides, 
warming fires, carolers and holiday photo 
stations add to the festive atmosphere. Park 
admission free, activities have fees. For more 
information call or visit our website.

COLVIN RUN MILL  
HISTORIC SITE
10017 Colvin Run Road, Great Falls
(Off Route 7, west of Tysons Corner)
703-759-2771
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/crm

Grinding Demonstrations
September 5 and 19, October 10 and 17
No reservations required, Noon-3pm, $6/
adult, $5/student 16+ with ID, $4/child and 
senior

Mill Run Dulcimer Band Concerts
September 19, October 17, November 21, 
No reservations required, 2-4pm, Free
Take a relaxing musical journey to the past 

and welcome the band back for the fall 
concert series featuring your old-time favorite 
tunes. Donations accepted.

Catch the Buzz!
October 10, No reservations required, 
2-4pm, $2
Get up close and personal with an observa-
tion honeybee hive. Watch Colvin Run apiary 
beekeepers demonstrate honey harvesting. 
Taste honey on cornbread made from our 
cornmeal. 

Scarecrow Making
October 24, 1-1:45pm and 2-2:45pm, $6
Make a “friend” for your garden or lawn. 
Bring pants and shirt, plus an old pair of 
panty hose (for head and body). We supply 
the stuffing and know-how. 

Build Your Dream (Gingerbread) 
House 
November 7, 1-2:30pm, (6-10 yrs.), $10
Young architects design, decorate and 
landscape a pint-sized gingerbread house. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult.

Kiln Club Pottery Show and Sale
November 13 and 14, No reservations 
required, 11am-4pm, Free
Members of the Ceramic Guild and the Kiln 
Club of Washington, DC, will display and sell 

a variety of pottery styles in the Colvin  
Run Barn.  

Children’s Holiday Shopping
December 4, 10am-2pm, and December 5, 
noon-4pm, Free
Volunteers help with shopping and free wrap-
ping assures surprises.

Christmas at the Mill
December 11, 3-6pm, $6
Enjoy old-fashioned family holiday fun. Visit 
Santa in the mill and see the Christmas tree 
trimmed with Victorian decorations.  

Model Train Display
December 18 and 19, Free
No reservations required, 11am-4pm. 

Bread Tasting 
September 25, 10:30-noon, $22
Savor the huge diversity of breads. Taste a 
variety of delicious breads, local and ethnic, 
and pair them with other foods.

Honey Tasting 
November 20, 10:30-noon, $22
Broaden your honey horizons. Sample an 
array of single varietals and blends. Learn to 
assess the bouquets and flavors of honeys 
made from different flowers and take home 
ideas and recipes for cooking with honey.

(Reservations required for most activities)

Join Santa for Christmas at the Mill on December 11.

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parktakes/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parktakes/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/fpp/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/crm
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ELLANOR C. LAWRENCE PARK
Walney Visitor Center, 5040 Road,  
Chantilly, VA 20151
703-631-0013
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/ecl

Kids’ Korner
September through December,  
(3-5 yrs.), $20
Preschool children learn a little nature and 
history once a month, accompanied by an 
adult. An outdoor activity and craft included. 
September- The Praying Mantis and other 
Unique Insects; October- Leaves of Trees; 
November- A Soldier’s Life; December-Winter 
Wildlife Homes.

Nature Snoopers
September 20, October 18, November 15, 
December 6, 3-4pm, (5-6 yrs.),  
Cabell’s Mill, $20
Outdoor exploration, hands-on activities, 
historic items and crafts make this Kindergar-
ten level series fun and educational. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult.

Jr. Naturalists
September 27, October 25, November 22, 
December 13, 3-4pm, (7-11 yrs.),  
Cabell’s Mill, $20
Elementary-age children explore the park’s 
meadows and forests, work hands-on with 
wildlife, participate in historical activities and 
make crafts.

Largemouth Bass
September 11, 9-10:30am, (Families), $5
Fish with a naturalist and find out about na-
tive fish and their habits. Bring a fishing pole 
and bait.

Creek Walk
September 15, 7-8pm, (8 yrs. and up), $5 
Explore Big Rocky Run Stream at night! Bring 
flashlights; wear hiking shoes.

Cardinal Flowers and Goldenrods
September 18, 9:30-11am, (12 yrs. and up), 
$5 
Stroll with a Virginia Native Plant Society 
member to view splendid fall wildflowers 
along the stream and meadow.

Snapping Turtles
September 19, 10-11am, (6 yrs. and up), $5
Visit Walney Pond and search for this large, 
often misunderstood, reptile.

Nature Photography - Reptiles & 
Amphibians
September 25, 10-11am, $5, (8 yrs. and up) 
Join an avid photographer and naturalist on a 
walk to photograph reptiles and amphibians. 
Learn tips including camera angles. Bring a 
digital camera; wear hiking shoes.

Night Hike Campfire
September 25, 7-8:30pm, $6
Hike to look and listen for park wildlife. Visit 
our resident barred owl and enjoy s’mores 
around a campfire. Bring a flashlight and 
blanket.

Critter Crawl
October 2, 7-8:30am, (Families) , $5
Get up with the sun to search for early morn-
ing wildlife. 

Batty Campfire
October 13, 7-8pm, (Families) , $5
Enjoy a night hike to learn about native bats 
and their habitats. 

Art in the Garden
October 17, No reservations required, 
1-4pm, Free
The Fourth Annual Walney Garden Guild 

Art Show and Benefit Sale features nature-
themed artwork by local artists. Enjoy live 
music and stroll the gardens. Bring a picnic 
and blanket. 

Pumpkins by the Campfire
October 22, 6:30-7:30pm, $5
Join in games and activities about pump-
kins by our patch. Bring a small pumpkin to 
decorate. 

Birding on the Bay
October 22, 7am-5pm, (Adults), $40
Visit Delaware Bay to view waterfowl, shore-
birds and eagles. Stops include Bombay Hook 
Wildlife Refuge, Woodland Beach, Little Creek 
Wildlife area and Mispillion Harbor Reserve. 
Bring binoculars and a bag lunch to eat on 
the way. Dress for the weather.

Lizards
October 24, 10-11am, (10 yrs. and up), $5
Assist a naturalist with a reptile survey in the 
field. Search habitats in the woods, streams 
and pond. Watch a short film about a local 
lizard, the five-lined skink.

Halloween Haunting
October 29, 6-7:30pm, (8-17 yrs.), $5
Get tricked or treated on a haunted night 
walk. Roast marshmallows and hear ghost 
stories of the park. Bring a pumpkin to carve 
and dress in a costume if you choose.

FA L L  E V E N T S

Learn about our reptilian neighbors at the lizard program at ECL on October 24.

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/ecl
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Owl Campfire
October 30, 6:30-8pm, $6
Meet our resident barred owl and separate 
myth, lore and facts about local owls.

Stay or Go Campfire
November 6, 6-7pm, $5
Meet our resident raptors as we explore dif-
ferent strategies for surviving winter. 

Coyotes Campfire
November 10, 7-8pm, (8 yrs. and up), $5
Go on a hike to learn about our largest preda-
tor in the forest. Toast marshmallows.

Animal Tracking
November 13, 9-10:30am, $5
Head into the woods and learn the tracks and 
traces of white-tailed deer, turkeys and other 
animals.

Blackwater Birds
November 19, 7am-5pm, (Adults), $40
Travel to Blackwater Wildlife Refuge on the 
Delmarva Peninsula. View endangered fox 
squirrels, waterfowl, hawks and eagles. Bring 
binoculars and a bag lunch. Dress for the 
weather. 

Turkey Walk
November 21, 9-10am, $5
Discover the wild turkey’s habits and secret 
ways during a walk in the cedar forest. Look 
for wild turkeys and their signs.

Winter Wonder Campfire
December 4, 6-7:30pm, $6
Bundle up and discover animal strategies for 
surviving winter. 

Holidays at Walney Farm
December 11, 1-2:30pm, $5
Celebrate the winter holidays with the Ma-
chen family at Walney Farm. Learn about the 
gifts and foods of an 1850 Virginia farm. 

Night Hike
December 15, 7-8pm, $5
Take a nighttime walk with a naturalist to 
search for wildlife. 

Holiday Shopping Afternoon
December 18, 11am-3pm, (6-11 yrs.), $20
Adults have the afternoon free for last-minute 

shopping and/or wrapping. Kids participate 
in games, nature crafts and activities, shop 
at center’s gift store, eat lunch and roast 
s’mores. Bring a bag lunch (s’mores provided) 
and money for holiday shopping.

Barred Owls
December 18, 6-7:30pm, $6
Enjoy an evening hike and campfire to learn 
about owls. Return to a warm campfire to 
roast marshmallows. 

Stream Side Salamanders
December 19, 9-10:30am,  
(8 yrs. and up), $5
Even in winter we can find salamanders. 
Northern dusky and two-lined salamanders 
are active all year. Hike to a nearby stream to 
search for salamanders.

FRYING PAN FARM PARK
Kidwell Farm at Frying Pan Farm Park
2709 West Ox Road
Herndon, VA 20171
703-437-9101
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/fpp

Acoustic Jam
September 5, 19; October 3, 17; 
November 7, 21. No reservations required. 
1-4pm, Free
Frying Pan Country Store. Whether you’re 
pickin’, strummin or just listenin,’ it’s an 
old-fashioned knee-slappin’, finger-poppin’, 
toe-tappin’ good time! Bring your instrument 
or come by to listen to this drop-in session at 
the Country Store.

Little Hands on the Farm
September 13, 27; October 11, 25;  
November 8, 22; December 13, (2-3 yrs. 
from 9:45-10:30am, 3-5 yrs. from  
11-11:45am), $7
Join us in the barn to meet a farm animal, 
enjoy a story, craft or game, and pretend to 
be a farmer with fun “chores”. Each program 
is different.

Putting the Animals to Bed
September 21, 23, 28, 30, (3-6 yrs. with 
adult), 7-8pm, $6
When evening shadows spread over Kidwell 

Farm, it is time to put the animals to bed. 
Bring your flashlight for this twilight tour and 
learn how our farm animals settle down for 
the night. Dress for the weather.

Bill Wellington Family Concert
September 25, 10-10:40am and  
11:30am-12:10pm, $4
A family celebration of folklore, songs and 
stories.

Voices of the Past
September 26, 1-2:30pm, $15
Song will ring out at the Frying Pan Spring 
Meeting House. Celebrate the rich history 
and diverse culture of this National Historic 
Register Property. Hear the stories, tour the 
grounds, and enjoy light refreshments in the 
church yard, just as the parishioners did at 
their day-long meetings.

Farm Harvest Day at Kidwell Farm
October 9, No reservations required,  
10am-3pm, $5
Fall is a busy time on the farm. Come watch 
the cider press in action, milk a goat, shell 
corn, peel apples and meet the farm animals. 
Paint a small pumpkin, play farm games and 
see traditional farm demonstrations. 

FA L L  E V E N T S

Horse and rider take to the ring to show off 
their skills in the Schooling Hunter Series,  
beginning Oct. 16, and Pre-Turkey Circuit, 
beginning Nov. 19, at Frying Pan Farm Park.

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/fpp
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Just Jumper Horse Show Series
October 10, November 14, December 19, 
9am, No reservations required.
Watch local residents compete for a blue rib-
bon in a variety of jumping classes. Specta-
tors Free

Michael Rosman - Comedy Juggler
October 11, 10-10:45am and 11:30am-
12:10pm, $4
The kids are off from school, so join us for 
a fun morning of thrills, laughs and slight of 
hand.

Schooling Hunter Horse Show Series
October 16, November 6, December 11, 
9am, No reservations required. 
Walk, trot or canter to this beginner horse 
show. Classes include hunters, ponies, equi-
tation and more. Spectators Free 

Scarecrow Making Workshop
October 17, 1-2pm and 2-3pm, $7 
Enjoy making scarecrows. Bring an outfit 
and a pair of pantyhose for each scarecrow. 
We supply special touches for faces. Held 
outdoors, dress for the weather. Register to 
make a scarecrow. 

Hardly Haunted Hayrides
October 21, 22, 26, 27, 28, 29, $5
Take a Halloween-themed wagon ride through 
the park followed by a treat. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

Boo at the Farm 
October 28 and 29, $8
Come costumed to trick or treat for goodies 
and meet farm friends up close. Settle in for 
a home-brewed Halloween tale in the barn. 
Bags provided. Dress for the weather.

Pre-Turkey Circuit Quarter  
Horse Show
November 19, 20 and 21, 8am
No reservations required. 
Cheer on the cowboys and cowgirls in the 
Quarter Horse Show. Spectators Free

The Thanksgiving Story
November 26, 11-11:40am,  
(3 yrs. and up), $4
Bring the family and holiday guests to this 

lively and interactive retelling of the Thanks-
giving Story. 

60 Years of Parks - Anniversary  
Celebration & Capstone Event
December 4, No reservations required, 
1-7pm, Free admission
Celebrate the Fairfax County Park Authority’s 
60th Anniversary with seasonal festivities at 
one of the most diverse parks in the agency. 

Christmas at the Farm
December 4, 12:30-1:30pm and  
2:30-3:30pm, $8
Take a wagon ride with Santa through the 
woods and fields. Activities include a holiday 
craft and a special Christmas puppet show.

Children’s Holiday Shopping
December 4, 12:30-3:30pm or
December 6, 3-6pm, No reservations 
required. Free
Meet at the Old Floris Schoolhouse. Volun-
teers help children shop for everybody on 
their holiday list. 

Magic Toy Shop Puppet Show
December 28, 10-10:40am and  
11:30am-12:10pm, $4
Join Master Puppeteer Bob Brown in a brand 
new production of Magic Toyshop.

Preschool on the Farm 
Classes start the week of  
September 13, 2010.
9-11:45am: MW, TR, TRF, MTWF 
12:30-3:15pm:  MWF, TRF, TWR, 
MTWRF
Join us on the farm for a unique pre-
school experience. We’ll meet the farm 
animals, take nature walks, make crafts, 
sing songs and play games. Classes are 
held in the schoolhouse. Call Katydid  
for availability. 

Katydid, Inc.
P.O. Box 710516
Oak Hill, VA  20171-0516
703-689-3104 or 703-481-9444
www.katydidkids.com

GREEN SPRING GARDENS
4603 Green Spring Road,  
Alexandria, VA 22312
703-642-5173
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/gsgp/

Monarch Magic
September 11, 2-3pm, $5
Explore the magical monarch life cycle in the 
gardens. Learn how to raise monarchs. Tag 
and release one.

Sage Advice 
September 11, 9:30-11:30am, $25
Nancy Olney, staff horticulturist, will introduce 
the wide array of salvias and discuss their 
propagation, care and maintenance. 

Seed Saving 
September 18, 9:30-11am, $22
Learn the basics of seed saving. 

Book Discussion Group 
September 29, 6-7:30pm, $5
Expand your gardening knowledge in a social 
setting with a discussion of the newly re-
leased book, “Becoming Elizabeth Lawrence: 
Discovered Letters of a Southern Gardener” 
by Emily Wilson. 

FA L L  E V E N T S

The Future of Our 
Great Parks
The Park Authority 
launched a long-range 
park planning process 
in early 2007 named 
Great Parks, Great 
Communities to reflect 
the Park Authority mis-
sion to enhance residents’ quality of life 
through provision of recreation oppor-
tunities and stewardship of natural and 
cultural resources. The plan will guide 
future park land acquisition, facility 
development and resource stewardship 
through 2020. The draft plan is posted 
on the project web page for public re-
view and comment. www.fairfaxcounty.
gov/parks/plandev/greatparks.htm. 

http://www.katydidkids.com
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/gsgp/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/plandev/greatparks/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/plandev/greatparks/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/plandev/greatparks/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/plandev/greatparks.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/plandev/greatparks.htm


17Fall 2010

Fall Garden Festival
October 2, 8:30am-3:30pm, Free
The Fall Festival is a FROGS (Friends of 
Green Spring) sponsored fundraiser filled with 
adult and family activities, silent auction and 
an expanded plant sale.

Drought Tolerant Natives 
October 9, 9:30-11am, $15
Curator Brenda Skarphol provides an in-depth 
look at drought tolerant native plants of North 
America. Dress for the weather.

Bread Tasting 
October 16, 10:30am-noon, $22
Savor the huge diversity of breads. Learn 
about different types and how to buy, serve 
and store the best of them. 

Wizard’s Plants and Potions
October 16, 2-3pm, $6
Conjure up some magic in the gardens as we 
explore the special powers of plants. Craft 
a wizard’s wand and learn potion recipes in 
time for Halloween! 

Select Natives and Control  
Invasives 
October 19, 10am-3pm, $65
Participate in an informative, sustainable 

landscaping class that goes beyond the 
basics. Learn practical information that helps 
our environment and gives you a marketing 
edge. 

Design Problems & Creative Solutions 
October 23, 8:45am-2:45pm, $82
Submit your garden design problems for 
possible selection by symposium speakers. 
Lunch included.

Fall Harvest 
October 27, 6:30-8pm, $15
Horticulturalist Cindy Brown shows you how 
to use fall’s fruits and veggies to create a 
seasonal feast and offers samples. 

OAKey-dokey
November 6, 2-3pm, $6
Hike in the forest to meet the mighty oak and 
other fantastic trees in their fall glory.

Honey Tasting 
November 6, 10:30am-noon, $22
Sample an array of single varietals and 
blends, from light to dark, mild to strong. 
Learn to assess the bouquets and flavors 
of honeys made from different flowers and 
take home ideas and recipes for cooking with 
honey.

Water Efficient Landscaping 
November 9, 10am-3pm, $65
Attend this informative rainwater harvesting 
and water efficient landscaping class that 
goes beyond the basics. Prerequisites are 
basic experience with landscape design and 
the ability to read an engineering and archi-
tectural scale.  

Tree Identification: Conifers 
November 13, 1:30-3:30pm, $20
Learn to distinguish a pine from a fir or 
spruce. Look at the scale needle conifers and 
learn how to distinguish the junipers, cedars 
and cypresses. Bring a 10X hand lens or 
magnifying glass. Dress for the weather

Light Up the Solstice
December 4, 2-3pm, $8
Light up winter with two candles that you 
make with beeswax. 

Gardeners’ Holiday Open House: 
Celebrating the Winter Garden
December 5, Noon-4pm, Free
Shop for holiday gifts, make holiday-inspired 
craft creations, listen to seasonal music, enjoy 
refreshments and view the beautiful decora-
tions. 

Workshops at Green Spring

Don’t Waste Your Rind: Compost It!
September 10, 1:30-2:30pm, $12

Bulbs for Every Season 
September 24, 1:30-2:30pm, $12

Putting the Garden to Bed 
October 16, 9:30-10:30am, $12

Gifts for the Gardener
October 30, 9:30-10:30am, $12

Watercolor Workshop: Painting 
Mountains 
October 9, 9:30am-3:30pm, $72
Learn to paint mountains in watercolor with 
artist and teacher Carolyn Grossi Gawarecki. 
Morning demonstration of techniques is fol-
lowed by an afternoon painting workshop and 
critique. Class geared to intermediate and 
experienced beginners. Bring a bag lunch. 

FA L L  E V E N T S

There’s fun for all at the Fall Garden Festival at Green Spring Gardens on October 2.
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Workshop: Floral Design 
Create beautiful floral designs to take home 
with you after Northern Virginia Community 
College instructor, Bruce Nash, demonstrates 
the dazzling possibilities. Floral material, 
greens and containers provided.

Thanksgiving Design
November 20, 1-3:30pm, $50

Winter Wreaths
December 4, 1-3:30pm, $50

Teas at Green Spring Gardens
Call the park for tea program reservations. 

Garden Stroll and Tea
September 16, 1-3pm, or October 14, 
1-3pm, $27
Take a docent-led stroll through the demon-
stration gardens and enjoy afternoon tea at 
the Historic House. 

All About Perfume  
September 19, 1-3pm, $27 
Learn how to choose perfume, how to wear it 
and how to make your own with flowers. 

It Takes Tea to Tango  
September 26, 1-3pm, $27 
Sip tea and tap your feet. An afternoon of tea 
tunes highlights musical styles associated 
with tea throughout history. 

Classic Tea: Grown in America!
October 24, 1-3pm, $27 
Charleston Tea Plantation is America’s only 
tea estate. Explore the plantation and the 
fascinating world of tea with a video tour. 

The Perfect Thanksgiving Dinner  
November 14, 1-3pm, $27 
Novice and seasoned cooks alike glean use-
ful tips to create a delicious and stress-free 
Thanksgiving feast.  

Mother and Daughter Tea Party:  
Beautiful Bling!
November 21, 1-3pm, $27
Hear about the fun history of fashion jewelry 
and discuss all things bling. Children 12 yrs. 
and under welcome, fee $18.

Winter Candlelight Tea
December 11 and 18, 4-5:30pm, $27 
Join us for tea by candlelight and stories of 
Christmas past. Traditional music, decora-
tions, and teatime treats will take you back to 
the early days of the Historic House. Children 
12 yrs. and under welcome, fee $18.

HIDDEN POND  
NATURE CENTER
8511 Greeley Boulevard
Springfield, VA 22152
703-451-9588
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/hiddenpond/

Pohick Rangers
September 13, 20; October 4, 25;  
December 6, 13. 3-5pm, and November 5, 
7-9pm, $114, (6-10 yrs.)
This four-part series offers the young 
naturalist an exploration of the natural world 
hands-on and up close. Plenty of digging and 
netting, and a literal plunge into the wood-
lands of the Pohick Stream Valley at Hidden 
Pond. 

Ponderings - Pohick Stream Valley 
Reptiles
September 10, 4:30-5:30pm, $4,  
(6-10 yrs.) 
Through live nature center specimens and 
field exploration, young naturalists can see 
some of the reptiles found in the park.

Nature Quest - Bugs
September 13, 10-11am, (3-6 yrs.), $4
Young naturalists explore the world of bugs 

with a bug safari and examining what is 
caught. This is a hands-on field study program. 

Wildlife Wednesdays - Let’s  
Catch Fish
September 15, 4:30-5:30pm, (3-6 yrs.), $4
Try to catch your first fish at Hidden Pond 
with the help of the naturalist.

Walk with a Naturalist
September 18, 10:30am-noon, $4
See the park in the waning days of summer 
on this leisurely walk into the Pohick Stream 
Valley forest.

Nature Quest - Pond Life
October 4, 10-11am, (3-6 yrs.), $4
Explore the pond by netting with our naturalist.

Wildlife Wednesdays - Weeds  
and Seeds
October 6, 4:30-5:30pm, (3-6 yrs.), $4
Explore the many different ways plants dis-
perse seeds on this walk along the edges and 
in the meadow. 

Ponderings-Fungi
October 15, 4:30-5:30pm, (6-10 yrs.), $4
Fall is a great time to investigate the world of 
fungus. 

FA L L  E V E N T S

Reprint Articles
Promote stewardship.  
Reprint ResOURces articles in your association newsletter. Go to ResOURces Online at  
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/resources/printpub.htm to pull articles. Let us know, and 
include “Reprinted courtesy of the Fairfax County Park Authority” with the article. 

What creatures lurk in the woods at night? 
Visit the Haunted Pond on Oct. 22 to discover 
the shocking truth. 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/hiddenpond/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/resources/printpub.htm
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Haunted Pond
October 22, 7:30-9:30pm,  
(8 yrs.and up), $6
While some scary stories will be told by the 
campfire, this program features a night walk 
into the forest in search of foxes, deer and 
owls. Bring a flashlight.

Another Haunted Pond
October 29, 7-8:30pm, (4 yrs. and up), $5
This campfire program, geared for younger 
children, features a night walk into the forest 
in search of foxes, deer and owls.

Nature Quest - Rotting Log Life
November 8, 10-11am, (3-6 yrs.), $4
The young naturalist discovers what decom-
poses a log by dissecting a sample rotten log 
of their own. 

Wildlife Wednesdays - Small  
Mammals
November 10, 4:30-5:30pm, (3-6 yrs.), $4
As winter gets near, small mammals store 
food, find shelter and eat a lot to be ready 
for the cold days ahead. Meet some of these 
creatures during a walk into the forest.

Ponderings - Animal Care Basics
November 12, 4-5pm, (6-10 yrs.), $4
Be an animal caretaker. Learn what the na-
ture center exhibit animals eat and how staff 
cares for them. 

HIDDEN OAKS  
NATURE CENTER
7701 Royce Street,  
Annandale, VA 22003
703-941-1065
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/hiddenoaks/

Discovery Bag
Daily, except Tuesday. Available during 
nature center hours, $1 
Ask for a Fall Discovery Bag. Each bag con-
tains activities and learning enhancements 
ideal for young child and parent adventures 
along a 1/3 mile woodchip path. 

Fall Scavenger Hunt
No reservations required. Available during 
nature center hours. $1
Enjoy outdoor self-guided scavenger hunts 
along the 1/3-mile Old Oak Trail. 

Nature Playce
No reservations required. Dawn to  
dusk, Free
Get outside and enjoy unstructured outdoor 
play in our 1/3-acre woodland area. Make 
mud pies, dig into woodchip and leaf piles, 
make ground forts or just rest next to a tree 
and watch the clouds float by. 

Your Art in the Park
No reservations required. Available during 
nature center hours. $20
Create your own nature design on paper and 
we’ll transfer it to a ceramic four-inch square 
tile for our permanent foyer display.

Walking Family Photo Session with a 
Professional Photographer
Picture your family outdoors as you explore 
the trails of Hidden Oaks. Register for a photo 
session with Portrait Playtime’s profes-
sional photographer. Complimentary 8x10 
photograph with order.Register at: jessica@
portraitplaytime.com. $175

Monday Bird Walk 
No reservations required. 7-9 am, Free
Discover the resident birds of the Accotink 
Stream Valley. Bring binoculars. Meet at Eakin 
Community Park.

Forest Fledglings
Mondays. 9:45-10:30am and 11-11:45am, 
(3-5 yrs.), $5
Classes for parent and child (quiet siblings 
welcome). Dress for the weather. 

Dino Extravaganza Puppet Show
September 4, 2-3pm, (3 yrs. and up  
with adult), $5
Enjoy puppet shows and activities featuring 
the biggest animals that ever walked  
the earth. 

Tagging Monarch Butterflies
September 5, 1:30-2:45pm and 3-4:15pm, 
(5 yrs. and up), $6
Learn to identify monarch butterflies, discover 
their fascinating life cycle and assist with tag-
ging monarchs as they migrate to Mexico. 

FA L L  E V E N T S

Kids can romp in the woods and get in tune with the outdoors at Hidden Oaks Nature Center’s 
Nature Playce.

mailto:jessica@portraitplaytime.com
mailto:jessica@portraitplaytime.com
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Snake and Turtle Feeding
September 6, 2-3pm, $4
Watch the fascinating feeding habits of our 
live exhibit animals. 

Professional Family Portraits  
in the Woods
September 11 and 14, October 28 and 30, 
8:30-11:30am, $50
Capture memories sitting by the woodland 
pond with Portrait Playtime’s professional 
photographer. Complimentary 8x10 photo-
graph with order. Register at: www.portrait-
playtime.com/Hidden-Oaks-2010. 

Astronomy Campfire
September 11, 7-8pm, (Families with  
children ages 4 and up), $5
After trekking to the see the night sky con-
stellations, join a naturalist at the campfire to 
toast marshmallows and hear fact and fable 
about constellations.  

Monarch Tag and Tea
September 12, 2:30-3:45pm, $15
Parents and children sip tea and enjoy meet-
ing and tagging live monarch butterflies. 
Release ceremony after the tea party. 

Bat Fest
September 18, 7-9:30pm, $7
Bat World NOVA’s Leslie Sturges, wildlife 
rehabilitator and licensed exhibitor, presents 
live local bats. Go on an evening bat hike. 

60th Anniversary: Dr. Seuss  
and the Parks
September 19, 2-3:30pm, $6
Dr. Seuss’ If I Ran the Zoo and the Fairfax 
County Park Authority are both 60 years 
old this year. Celebrate both with a salute 
to Seuss. Meet live animals and create a 
Seussical-style craft.

Owls: Guardians of Forest Legend
October 2, 2-3:30pm, $6
Meet live owls and hawks presented by 
wildlife rehabilitator and artist, Lois Auer. 
Discover how owls’ adaptations enable them 
to be the flying tigers of the night. 

Goodnight Walk: Abounding Bats
October 9, 7-8pm, (4 yrs. and up  

with adult), $5
Search the skies during our night time stroll 
for bats. 

Princess Tea Party
October 10, 2-3pm, $15
Celebrate happily-ever-after with the prin-
cesses and animals of your favorite fairytales! 
Come dressed as your favorite princess and 
enjoy a sit-down tea with cookies, crafts and 
photo opportunities!

Civil War Campfire
October 16, 7-8pm, (Families with children 
ages 4 and up), $5
Gather round the campfire to hear stories of 
Mosby the Gray Ghost and his raiders plus 
other tales of local Civil War activity. 

Fear-less Fest is Back!
October 23, 7-9pm, (4 yrs. and up with 
adult), $7
Join a naturalist for a night hike, meet 
costumed creatures including a black widow 
spider, skunk, owl and a dead tree who 
explain why they have scary reputations. 

Folktales Campfire
October 30, 7-8pm, (Families with children 
ages 4 and up), $5
Cozy up to the campfire and hear folktales of 
the season. 

60th Birthday Party: Rockin’  
Sock Hop
November 13,  7-8:15pm, $7
The birth of rock and roll and the Park Au-
thority were in the 1950s. Join the celebra-
tion with old-fashioned fun with a nature 
‘Twist’. 

American Indian Stories Campfire
November 20,  7-8pm, (Families with chil-
dren ages 4 and up), $5
Enjoy a campfire as your hear traditional 
American Indian stories focusing on fall 
changes. 

Native American Stories, Games and 
Hunting
November 21, 2-3:30pm, (4 yrs. and up 
with adult), $6
Explore the culture of eastern woodland 

Indians during the period of first Euro-
pean contact with traditional stories and 
games.  

Calling All Flying Squirrels…
November 27 and 28, December 11, 6-7pm, 
(Families with children ages 4 and up), $6
Look for these amazing gliders of the night at 
roosting boxes. Learn how you can encour-
age flying squirrels to visit your yard.

Music of the Civil War
December 4, 3-4pm, $6
Enjoy live fiddle music and songs of the Civil 
War as we mark the 150th anniversary of the 
War Between the States. 

Dinosaur Film, Puppet and Craft 
Festival
December 19, 3-4:15pm, (4-8 yrs.), $7
Explore fossils, footprints and films as you 
learn about these fascinating creatures. Chil-
dren must be accompanied by an adult.

HUNTLEY MEADOWS PARK 
AND VISITOR CENTER
3701 Lockheed Blvd. 
Alexandria, VA 22306
703-768-2525
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/huntley/

Nature for Tiny Tots
Tuesdays, 9:30-10:15am, begins Septem-
ber 7, (24-36 months), $69
During this eight-week series, parents explore 
marsh, meadow and forest to experience 
nature with their child. 

Science Series for Home Schools
Wednesdays, 1:30-3pm, begins  
September 22, (6-9 yrs.), $45
Explore marsh, meadow and forest. 

American Indian Seed Pot Storage
Saturdays, 10am-noon, begins October 16, 
(9-12 yrs.), $44
During this three-week class, children make 
clay slab pots, decorate them, then remove 
seeds from vegetables for drying and storing 
in their pots while learning about the impor-
tance of this annual task to American Indians. 
Supply fee of $5. 

FA L L  E V E N T S

https://mail.fairfaxcounty.gov/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.portraitplaytime.com/
https://mail.fairfaxcounty.gov/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.portraitplaytime.com/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/huntley/
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A Natural Perspective - Art Show 
Opening 
September 12, 2-4pm, Free
Meet multi-media artist Jenna Fournel whose 
work celebrates the natural world in paint-
ings, etchings, photography and collage.

Teen Night Hike 
September 17, 6:30-8pm, (Teens), $6
Hike the park after dark with naturalist Kathi 
McNeil. 

Fall Birds and Bagels
September 18, 8-11am, (Adults), $8
Enjoy a morning walk searching for resident 
and migrating birds. Binoculars and field 
guides recommended. 

Wild Side Wagon Ride
September 19; October 3, 17 and 30;  
November 14, $6
Take a 90-minute tractor ride with a park 
naturalist to parts of the wetland that are 
difficult to reach on foot. Look for and learn 
about songbirds, wildflowers, butterflies 
and waterfowl, then stop for a snack at the 
observation platform. 

Young Explorers - Signs of Fall
September 20, 315-4:30pm, (6-9 yrs.), $4
Learn how the park is getting ready for cold 
weather.

Nature Detectives - Signs of Fall
September 22 or 23, 10-10:45am, $6
Learn about the autumn season through an 
activity and a craft.

Café Cattail
September 24, 7-9:30pm (Families), Free
End your busy week with relaxing, nature-
inspired music, poetry and dance at this 
popular open-mike coffeehouse. Reservations 
required for performers.

Collage Workshop
September 25, 1-3:30pm, (Adults), $20
October 2, 9am-noon, $20
Painter and printmaker Jenna Fournel will 
teach you how to turn images from nature 
into 3D works of art. 

Birding for Beginners
October 2, 8-11am, (12 yrs. and up), $6
Learn about the birds in the park and try out 
different optics. 

Birth of a Wetland
October 2, 10am-noon, (Families), $6
Walk along woodland streams with Park 
Manager Kevin Munroe tracing the wetland 
from its beginning. 

Barnstormers and Mailmen: Local 
Airport History
October 3, No reservations required, 
2-3:30pm, (Adults), Free
Founders of Friends of Beacon Field Airport 
invite you to a presentation on two local 
airports that played a role in early aeronautics 
in this country. 

Night Walk
October 9, 6:30-8:30pm, (Adults), $6
Walk through the woods to the wetland with 
naturalist PJ Dunn looking for hunting bats 
and working beavers.

The Art of Fly Tying
October 17, 12:30-2pm, (12 yrs. and up), $12
Learn the beautiful art of tying your own fish-
ing flies from naturalist and angler Suzanne 
Malone. 

Young Explorers - Deer
October 18, 3:15-4:30pm, (6-9 yrs.), $4
Walk through the woods and find signs of 
deer activity along the trails.

Nature Detectives - Pumpkinfest
October 20 or 21, (3-5 yrs.), $6
Bring a small pumpkin to decorate and 
celebrate the season through a story and an 
activity.

Leathery Wings
October 23, 1-2pm, $6
See a vampire bat skull, hear bat calls and 
explore the amazing world of these nocturnal 
flyers. Children must be accompanied by an 
adult.

Park Manager Walk and Talk
September 25, October 23, November 20. 
No reservations required. 4-6pm, Free

Oh Deer!
October 24, 12:30-2pm, (6 yrs. and up), $6
Families go off-trail to look for signs of deer 
activity.

FA L L  E V E N T S

Take a ride into the wilds of Huntley Meadows Park, September 19, October 3, 17 and 30 or 
November 14.

Send someone a  
Thank  
You  
card!

Say thanks to a teacher, a coach,  

a friend or a colleague with a Park  

Authority gift card. They’re available 

at county RECenters, golf courses, 

nature centers and historic sites.
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Nature Photography Opening  
Reception
November 7, No reservations required, 
2-4pm, (Adults), Free
Meet local photographer Michael Dubois at 
the opening of his one-month show. 

Young Explorer - American Indians
November 15, 3:15-4:30pm, (6-9 yrs.), $4
Learn about American Indians who lived in 
this area 500 years ago. 

Nature Detectives - American  
Indians
November 17, 10-10:45am, (3-5 yrs.), $6
Learn about American Indians who lived in 
this area through an activity and a craft.

Birding for Beginners
November 21, 8-11am, (Adults), $6
Observe the transition of our bird community 
as the summer breeding population moves 
south and winter residents arrive.   

Owl Outing
December 4, 4:30-6:30pm, (Adults), $6
Learn about the secret lives of the park’s 
owls.  

Huntley Holiday Happening 
December 12, No reservations required, 
1-4pm, Free
Enjoy an afternoon of shopping with a 10% 
discount on merchandise, yummy treats and 
holiday crafts.

Photography Contest Opening
December 12, No reservations required, 
2-4pm, Free
Enjoy this year’s winning entries from the 
Friends of Huntley Meadows’ annual photog-
raphy contest. 

Young Explorers - Holiday Crafts
December 13, 3:15-4:30pm, (6-9 yrs.), $6
Join the fun of making holiday gifts, orna-
ments and cards with a nature theme. 

Nature Detectives - Holiday Crafts 
December 15 or 16, 10-10:45am,  
(3-5 yrs.), $6
Listen to a winter tale, and then make a 
holiday ornament to take home. 

RIVERBEND PARK
8700 Potomac Hills Street
Great Falls, VA 22066
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/riverbend/
703-759-9018

Corn Hole and Ladder Golf
Available during visitor center hours. Rent 
one of these fun games to play with family or 
friends. Both are games children can play and 
only take a minute to learn. $5/2 hour rental

The Potomac River Gorge Trail – A 
Globally Rare Environment
Daily 7am-dusk, (8 yrs. and up), Free
Enjoy a self-guided, 2.5-mile hike along the 
Potomac River and find out why The Nature 
Conservancy named this area “one of the 
most significant natural areas in the eastern 
United States.” 

Scavenger Hunt
Available during visitor center hours. No 
reservations needed. $1/packet 
Check out the scavenger hunt packet and 
follow the clues as they lead you through the 
park. 

Parent and Child Fishing by Boat
September 2, (5 yrs. and up),  
5-6:30pm, $10
Follow a naturalist to favorite fishing spots on 

the scenic Potomac River. Boats and PFDs 
provided. Fishing rod rentals available.

Sit-On-Top Kayak Fishing
September 3, (16 yrs. and up),  
5-7:30pm, $77
A guided, small group kayak fishing excur-
sion for smallmouth bass and sunfish with 
spinning tackle. Kayaks, paddles and PFDs 
provided. Bring a fishing rod and tackle or rent.

Stand up Paddleboarding 
September 4, 5, 12, 18, 19,  
(14 yrs and up), $55
Try something new. Stand up paddle board-
ing gives you a whole new perspective on 
the river. Paddle a beautiful section of the 
Potomac River from a kneeling or standing 
position. Beginner class. PFDs and helmets 
provided. Boards and paddles available for 
rent from instructor for $15. Two-hour lesson

Group Kayak Tours 
(14 yrs. and up) Riverbend Park offers kayak 
tours on request. Kayaks provided, one 
person and two person kayaks available. 
Weekdays only. Program length: 2.5 hours. 
One to six people $330, $55/each additional 
person, maximum 10.

Fishing Fun Birthday Parties
Available through September, (5-12 yrs.). 

FA L L  E V E N T S

Celebrate the region’s native people at the Virginia Indian Festival, September 11,  
at Riverbend.

file:///Users/jkearn/Desktop/Current%20Projects/Resources/Fall%20Resources/www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/riverbend/
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Bank fishing parties $175, boating fishing 
parties $250. 

Fishing Guide at Riverbend Park
Through September 30, Thursday-Monday, 
(5 yrs. and up plus adult), $85
Go with a park naturalist on a two-hour boat 
trip in search of sunfish and smallmouth bass.

Wagon Rides on Request
Book your family outing, play group, school 
group or birthday party wagon ride. Minimum 
11 people, maximum 20 people. $5/person

Wagon Ride to Poohsticks Bridge
September 3, 10-10:45am, $5
September 16 and 29, 2:30-3:15pm, $5
Journey through the woods to Poohsticks 
bridge. Listen to Pooh’s story and play Pooh-
sticks on the bridge.

Wagon Ride-Birds, Butterflies & 
Blossoms
September 9 and 24, 10-10:45am, $5
Take a wagon ride scavenger hunt through 
the fall meadow in bloom. 

Virginia Indian Festival
September 11, No reservations required, 
10am-4pm, $5
The 2010 festival includes eight Virginia and 
Washington, D.C., area tribes, including the 
Rappahannock dancers and drummers. In-
dian crafts, pottery and music for sale. Enjoy 
live demonstrations, talks by tribe members 
and tool-making experts and local archae-
ologists, plus bow and arrow shooting and 
spear-throwing with an atlatl. Help build an 
authentic dug-out canoe. 

Wagon Ride - Journey to the  
Potomac River
September 15, 10:30-11:15am, $5
October 7 and 13, 2:30-3:15pm, $5 
Enjoy riding through the woods and along the 
Potomac River while discovering the park’s 
wildlife and learning about the American 
Indians who once lived here.

Monarchs and Migration
September 21, 10:15-11am, (2-5 yrs.), $6, 
at Dranesville Tavern, Herndon. 
September 29, 10:15-11am, $6, at Clark 
House, Falls Church
Activities reveal the secrets of these beautiful 
insects.

Busy Beavers
September 23, 10:15-11am, (2-5 yrs.), $6, 
at Hunter House, Vienna. 
September 30, 10:15-11am, $6, at Forest-
ville Schoolhouse, Great Falls.
Explore the world of the beaver and then 
make your own dam.

Riverside Campfire - Reptiles
September 24, 6:30-7:30pm, $4
Meet some of the fantastic reptiles that live in 
this area and play reptilian games. 

Riverside Camping
October 1-2, 6pm Friday-9am Saturday, $12
Enjoy a family night in the park with a 
campfire and night hike. Bring camping gear, 
flashlight, toasting sticks and a dinner. 

Furry Foxes
October 7, 10:15-11am, $6, (2-5 yrs.), at 
Hunter House, Vienna
October 21, 10:15-11am, $6, at Forestville 

Schoolhouse, Great Falls
Learn about foxes through activities, and 
practice yipping like a fox.

Birding the Delmarva Peninsula
October 8 and 9, 9am Friday - 6pm  
Saturday, $95, (Adults)
Fall migration is peaking and birds are moving 
down the coast. Stop at birding hotspots like 
Chincoteague and Kiptopeake. Reservations 
and advanced payment required by 9/15.

The Big Sit - Birds on the Move
October 10, No registration required, 
8am-4pm, Free
Stop by as the Riverbend birding crew counts 
birds for this national event.

Animals Underground
October 12, 10:15-11am, (2-5 yrs.), $6, at 
Dranesville Tavern, Herndon
October 20, 10:15-11am, $6, at Clark 
House, Falls Church.
Dig down deep and investigate who lives in 
the dark, damp world under the forest floor.

Riverside Campfire - 60 Treasures
October 15, 6:30-7:30pm, $4
Search for the 60 treasures in the scaven-
ger hunt to find animals, plants and historic 
places that make Fairfax County Parks a 
great place for fun. Bring a toasting stick, 
blanket and flashlight.

Watershed Clean-Up Challenge 
October 16, Call park to register, 
9-11:30am, Free
By land or by boat, with a team or on your 
own, experience a fun and rewarding river 
clean-up challenge.  

Halloween Wagon Ride
October 29, 6-6:45pm and 7-7:45pm, $5
Take a fun wagon ride on the not-so-scary 
side. Find out about the animals whooo are 
out at night. Bring a flashlight.

60th Anniversary Hike to Great Falls
October 30, 9am-1pm, $10, (8 yrs. and up) 
Celebrate the Fairfax County Park Authority’s 
60th anniversary by taking a 3.5-mile hike 
with a naturalist to where it all began, Great 
Falls National Park.

The flavor of warm, melty marshmallows, the 
welcoming glow of the campfire at night and 
a crisp morning snuggled in the sleeping bag 
are just a few of the joys to be experienced 
at the Riverside campout at Riverbend Park 
on Oct. 1.
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Gourds and Gobblers
November 4, 10:15-11am, (2-5 yrs.), $6, at 
Hunter House, Vienna
November 18, 10:15-11am, $6, at Forest-
ville Schoolhouse, Great Falls
Wild turkeys still roam in Fairfax County. Find 
out about this shy bird. 

Night Sky Festival - Jupiter
November 6, Reservations required for 
groups, 6:30-8:30pm, $5
On this moonless night, enjoy guided star 
gazing, view Jupiter through the telescope 
and hear stories about the constellations 
around the campfire. 

American Indian Stories and Games
November 9, 10:15-11am, (2-5 yrs.), $6, at 
Dranesville Tavern, Herndon
November 17, 10:15-11am, $6, at Clark 
House, Falls Church
Life for American Indian children included 
games and stories that helped them learn 
about animals and their environment. 

Holiday Ornaments: Make Your Own
November 13-December 31, Available 
during visitor center hours. Reservations 
recommended for groups. $5 for 2 orna-
ments

Riverside Campfire - American  
Indians
November 19, 6:30-7:30pm, $4
Play American Indian games and listen to 
stories ‘round the campfire. Bring a toasting 
stick, blanket and flashlight.

SULLY HISTORIC SITE
3650 Sully Way
Chantilly, VA 20151
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sully/
703-437-1794

Sully Quilt and Fiber Arts Show  
and Sale
September 12, No reservations required, 
10am-4:30pm, $9/adult, $8/senior, $6/child
Vendors assemble on the grounds of the 
1794 home of Richard Bland Lee at the 36th 
annual fall event to show and sell new and 
antique quilts, other fiber arts, quilt-related 

merchandise, antique linens, antique sew-
ing tools, books and fabric. Northern Virginia 
Quilters Unlimited members provide quilt-
ing demonstrations and lectures. Hayfield 
Country Quilters provide a beautiful door prize 
quilt. Show includes children’s activities, quilt 
appraisals, quilted door prize and food. Rain 
or shine. House tour included. 

Making Light at Sully
September 25, No reservations required, 
1-3pm, $4
Learn how light was used by the Lee family 
and by the African-American slaves in the 
outbuildings. Make a candle and keep warm 
with cider and cookies. 

Countryside Wagon Ride
September 26, 1-1:45pm, $6
October 4, 3-3:45pm, $6
October 17, 3-3:45pm, $6
October 25, 3-3:45pm, $6
Enjoy a tractor-drawn wagon ride to learn 
about 19th century farm life and agriculture. 
Some walking to off-trail sites. Dress for  
the weather. 

Holding the Past in the Present
October 2, (5 yrs. and up), $5
Celebrate archaeology month and dig like an 
archaeologist. 

Spain in the American Revolution
October 3, No reservations required,  
Noon-3pm, $7/adult, $5/child 
Re-enactors from the Spanish Louisiana Regi-
ment demonstrate musket and cannon firing, 
camp life and food unique to Hispanic culture.

War of 1812 Muster
October 9, No reservations required,  
11am-4pm, $8/adult, $6/senior or child
Learn musket drill, see the great gun fired, 
visit the Navy surgeon and learn the role of 
slaves in the War of 1812.

Historic All Hallows Eve
October 16, 5-7pm, (5 yrs. and up), $8
In the 18th and 19th centuries, Virginians 
celebrated All Hallows Eve with storytelling, 
fortune telling, fall foods and family gather-
ings. Experience these traditions as you tour 
the house and grounds by lantern light.

National Book Month at Sully
October 23, (5 yrs. and up), $15
On this special tour, see books that belonged 
to the Lees. Learn about other books that 
were popular 200 years ago. Make a book 
plate, book mark and decorate a book cover.

Admire the artistry and craftsmanship of area quilters at the Sully Quilt and Fiber Arts Show 
and Sale, September 12, at Sully Historic Site.

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sully/
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Colonial Day at Sully
November 6, No reservations required, 
11am-4pm, $8/adult, $6/child
Witness a skirmish between British and 
Colonial troops. Card wool, make a toy, see 
and smell local Orinoco tobacco. House tour 
included. 

Veteran’s Day 
November 11, No reservations required, 
11am-4pm, Free
All active-duty military and veterans admitted 
free with ID. 

Harvest Creations
November 20, 1-2pm, 2-3pm, 3-4pm, $10
Experience harvest time. Hear about the 
African American slaves who worked at Sully 
harvesting crops. Use traditional supplies 
and practice candle dipping, making beaten 
biscuits and wheat weaving.

Poppin’ Fresh Bread
November 21, 10am-12:30pm, $18 
Make at least two kinds of bread from 
200-year-old recipes and churn butter. 

Decorated for the Festive Season
December 1-27 except Tuesdays,  
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
Reservations required for groups.  
11am-4pm, $6/adult, $5/student,  
$4/senior and child
Experience the main house at Sully decorated 
for an 18th century season of celebration. 

Decorating With Victorian Ornaments
December 4, 1-4pm, $10
Begin a new tradition and add some Victorian 
splendor to your tree. Fashion a fan, make a 
pomander ball using an orange and cloves 
and craft a cornucopia.

Games at Sully
December 11, 11am-4pm, $2
Play 18th and 19th century table-top games 
like checkers, ninepins and fox and geese in 
the historic east wing of the house.  

Candlelight Tours
December 11, 12 and 18. Call for reserva-
tions. 5-7pm, $10/adult, $7/senior and child
Tours start every 15 minutes. Tour the 1794 

home of northern Virginia’s first congress-
man, Richard Bland Lee, by candlelight. 

Holiday Concert - IONA
December 29, 1-1:45pm and 2-2:45pm, $10
One of the top rated pan-Celtic groups in the 
world, IONA treats its audience to high energy 
entertainment featuring Scottish fiddling, 
percussion and vocals. House tour included. 

Holiday Concert - Music TBA
December 30, 1-1:45pm and 2-2:45pm, $10
House tour included. Refreshments served in 
the original 18th century kitchen.

Digging up Virginia
Sully Woodlands – Cub Run RECenter
October 9, 1:30-2:30pm, $4, (6 yrs. and up) 
Discover the techniques used by archeolo-
gists to learn about Virginia’s history from 
archaeological excavations and primary 
historical sources. Visit local ruins and  
participate in a mock dig to find more  
evidence of the past.

SULLY WOODLANDS –  
CUB RUN RECENTER
Astronomy for Family Fun
September 3, 10, 17 or 24,  
7:30-8:30pm, $3
Sample the world of science through the 
beauty of the night sky.

Mantis Mayhem!
September 25, 2-3pm, (3 yrs. and up), $4
Find mantises after their summer feast of 
insects. Children must be accompanied by  
an adult.

Nature by Moonlight: Bats, Bugs  
and Owls
October 1, 6:30-7:30pm, (5 yrs. and up), $4 
Learn about the critters that come out at 
night. Bring a flashlight! Children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

Space by Day
October 2, 2-3pm, $4
December 11, 1:30-2:30pm, $4
It doesn’t have to be night time to explore the 
universe.

Dinosaurs Galore
November 20, 1-2pm, $5
Dig into dinosaurs and explore this prehistoric 
world. 

Sky-watching and Meteor Shower
December 11, 7-8pm, $4
During the Perseid meteor shower, learn 
basic information about the night sky. 

Watershed Clean-Up Day
Saturday, October 16, 9-11:30am
Be part of the International Coastal 
Cleanup! Wear boots, old clothes and 
bring gloves. Trash bags and apprecia-
tion provided.

Help at one of these sites. Please call to 
reserve a section of the watershed.

Cub Run RECenter, 703-817-9423

Frying Pan Farm Park, 703-437-9101

Hidden Oaks Nature Center, 703-941-
1065 (Roundtree Park – Holmes Run)

Hidden Pond Nature Center, 703-451-
9588 (Pohick Creek)

Huntley Meadows Park, 703-768-2525 
(Little Hunting Creek)

Lake Accotink Park, 703-569-3464

Riverbend Visitor Center, 703-759-
9018 (Potomac River)

Sully Historic Site, 703-437-1794  
(Cain’s Branch)

Walney Visitor Center in Ellanor C.  
Lawrence Park, 703-631-0013 (Flatlick 
Branch, Big Rocky Run, Cub Run and  
Frog Branch)
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SCOUTS
All programs require reservations and 
advance payment. Price is per scout unless 
listed otherwise. 

Daisy Scouts - Make the World a  
Better Place
November 8, 2:30-3:30pm, Cub Run  
RECenter, $4

Daisy Scout - Using Resources Wisely
September 11, 1:30-2:30pm or 3-4pm, Hid-
den Oaks Nature Center, $4
October 18, 2:30- 3:30pm, Cub Run RECen-
ter, $4
November 22, 3-4:30pm, Sully Historic Site, 
$7, $4.20/Sully patch

Brownie Try-It - Animals
October 2, 1-2pm or 3-4pm, Frying Pan  
Farm Park, $4
October 11, 4-5pm, Frying Pan Farm  
Park, $4
November 15, 4-5pm, Frying Pan Farm  
Park, $4
November 29, 3-4pm, Hidden Pond  
Nature Center, $4

Brownie Try-It - Earth and Sky
October 20, 4-5pm, Riverbend Park, $4, 
optional Riverbend patch $3.15/scout

Brownie Try-It - Eco-Explorer
October 4 or 9, 4-5pm, Frying Pan Farm 
Park, $4
October 18, 4-5pm, Hidden Pond Nature 
Center, $4
October 25, 2:30- 3:30pm, Cub Run  
RECenter, $4

Brownies - Make It, Eat It
October 25, 3-4:30pm, Sully Historic Site, 
$7, $4.20/Sully patch

Brownie Try-It - Movers
November 29, 2:30-3:30pm, Cub Run 
RECenter, $4

Brownie Try-It - Science in Action
October 4, 2:30-3:45pm, Cub Run  
RECenter, $5
November 15, 2:30-3:45pm, Cub Run 
RECenter, $5

Brownie Try-It - Science Wonders
September 20, 2:30-3:45pm, Cub Run 
RECenter, $5
November 22, 2:30-3:45pm, Cub Run 
RECenter, $5

Brownie Try-It - Senses    
December 6, 2:30- 3:30pm, Cub Run 
RECenter, $4

Brownie Try-It - Space Explorer
December 4, 5:30-7:30pm, Riverbend Park, 
$6/scout, $6/siblings, $3/adult 
December 10, 6-7pm, Cub Run RECenter, $4
December 13, 2:30-3:30 pm, Cub Run 
RECenter, $4 

Brownie Try-It - Watching Wildlife
November 19, 4:30-5:30pm, Hidden Pond 
Nature Center, $4

Brownie Try-It - Water Everywhere
September 27, 2:30-4pm, Cub Run  
RECenter, $6
October 18, 3-4pm, Hidden Pond Nature 
Center, $4

Brownies - Write Away
December 6, 3-4:30pm, Sully Historic Site, 
$7/scout, $4.20/Sully patch

Junior Girl Scout - Earth Connections  
October 4, 2:30-4pm, Cub Run RECenter, $6

Junior Girl Scout - Finding Your Way
December 11, 11:30-1pm, Cub Run  
RECenter, $6 

Junior Girl Scout - Horse Fan
October 10, 10-11:30am, Frying Pan Farm 
Park, $8
October 16, 1-2:30pm, Frying Pan Farm 
Park, $8
November 6, 10-11:30am, Frying Pan  
Farm Park, $8
November 14, 10-11:30am, Frying Pan  
Farm Park, $8
December 11, 1-2:30pm, Frying Pan  
Farm Park, $8
December 19, 10-11:30am, Frying Pan  
Farm Park, $8

Junior Girl Scout - Local Lore
October 18, 3:30-5:30pm, Frying Pan Farm 
Park, $8

Jr. Girl Scout - Outdoor Fun
September 27, 4:30-5:30pm, Hidden Pond 
Nature Center, $4

Junior Girl Scout - Outdoors in the City  
and Fun & Fit
October 3, 1:30-3:30pm, Hidden Oaks 
Nature Center, $8

Junior Girl Scout - Plants & Animals
September 27, 3:30-5:30pm, Frying Pan 
Farm Park, $8
November 6, 3-5pm, Frying Pan Farm  
Park, $8

Junior Girl Scout - Rocks Rock 
September 27, 3-4:30pm, Hidden Pond 
Nature Center, $6
November 6, 1:30-3pm or 3:30-5pm,  
Hidden Oaks Nature Center, $6
November 15, 2:30-4pm, Cub Run  
RECenter, $6

Junior Girl Scout - Science Discovery
December 6, 2:30-4pm, Cub Run  
RECenter, $6 

Junior Girl Scout - Science in Everyday Life 
December 13, 2:30-4pm, Cub Run  
RECenter, $6   

Junior Girl Scout - Science Sleuth
November 29, 2:30-4pm, Cub Run  
RECenter, $6 

Junior Girl Scout - Sky Search 
December 4, 5:30-7:30pm, Riverbend Park, 
$6/scout, $6/siblings, $3/adult
December 10, 7:30-9pm, Cub Run RECenter, 
$6 (Geminid meteor shower)

Junior Girl Scout - Toymaker
October 6, 3:30-5:30pm, Frying Pan Farm 
Park, $8
November 13, 12-2pm or 3-5pm, Frying Pan 
Farm Park, $8

Junior Girl Scout - Water Wonders 
September 20, 2:30-4pm, Cub Run RECen-
ter, $6

Junior Girl Scout - Weather Watchers
October 25, 2:30-4pm, Cub Run RECenter, 
$6
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Junior Girl Scouts - Wildlife
October 25, 3-4:30pm, Hidden Pond Nature 
Center, $6

Junior Girl Scout - Yarn and Fabric Arts
November 8, 3-4:30pm, Sully Historic Site, 
$7/scout, $4.20/Sully patch
December 11, 10-11:30am, Cub Run  
RECenter, $6 

Junior Girl Scout – Your Outdoor  
Surroundings
October 23, 1:30-3pm, Frying Pan Farm 
Park, $6

Cadette/Senior Scout - All About Birds (IPP)
October 16, 10am-noon, Frying Pan Farm 
Park, $8

Tiger Scout - Clean-up Treasure Hunt and 
Take a Hike
October 4, 3-4:30pm, Sully Historic Site,  
$7/scout, $4.20/Sully patch 

Tiger Scout - Fresh Baking 
November 29, 3-4:30pm, Sully Historic Site, 
$7/scout, $4.20/Sully patch

Wolf Scout - Birds Elective
November 22, 3-4pm, Hidden Pond Nature 
Center, $4

Wolf Scout - Machine Power Elective
October 13, 4-5:30pm, Frying Pan Farm 
Park, $6

Bear Scout - Farm Animal Elective
October 20, 4-5pm, Frying Pan Farm  
Park, $4
November 10, 4-5pm, Frying Pan Farm  
Park, $4

Bear Scout - Sharing Your World with 
Wildlife
October 18, 2:30-4pm, Cub Run  
RECenter, $6
October 22, 4:30-5:30pm, Hidden Pond 
Nature Center, $4
November 3, 4-5pm, Riverbend Park, $4, 
optional Riverbend patch $3.15

Bear Scout - What Makes America Special 
Achievement
October 7, 3:30-5pm, Frying Pan Farm  
Park, $6
November 17, 3:30-5pm, Frying Pan  
Farm Park, $6
December 12, 2-3pm or 3:30-4:30pm,  
Hidden Oaks Nature Center, $4
December 13, 3-4:30pm, Sully Historic Site, 
$7/scout, $4.20/Sully patch, and $4/adult 
taking tour

Webelos - Forester
September 18, 3-4:30pm, Frying Pan  
Farm Park, $6
September 26, 1:30-2:30pm, Hidden Oaks 
Nature Center, $4
September 27, 3:30-5pm, Riverbend Park, 
$6, optional Riverbend patch $3.15
October 8, 4:30-6pm, Hidden Pond  
Nature Center, $6
October 23, 4-5:30pm, Frying Pan  
Farm Park, $6
November 13, 3:30-5pm, Frying Pan  
Farm Park, $6

Webelos - Geology
October 9, 1:30-3pm or 3:30-5pm,  
Hidden Oaks Nature Center, $6
November 7, 1:30-3pm or 3:30-5pm,  
Hidden Oaks Nature Center, $6

Webelos - Naturalist  
September 26, 2:45-3:45pm, Hidden  
Oaks Nature Center, $4
October 18, 3:30-5pm, Riverbend Park, $6, 
optional Riverbend patch $3.15
November 15, 3-4:30pm, Hidden Pond 
Nature Center, $6

Webelos and Cub Scouts (Tiger, Wolf  
and Bear)
Astronomy (academics pin and belt loop)
October 22, 6:30-8pm, Cub Run RECenter, 
$6

Geology (academics pin and belt loop)
October 16, 1:30-3pm, Cub Run  
RECenter, $6

Map and Compass (academics pin  
and belt loop)
October 18, 2:30-4pm, Cub Run  
RECenter, $6

Science (academics pin and belt loop)
November 8, 2:30-4pm, Cub Run  
RECenter, $6

Wildlife Conservation (academics pin  
and belt loop)
September 27, 2:30-4pm, Cub Run  
RECenter, $6

Scouts can get up close and personal with nature’s most interesting creatures in Nature  
Center scout programs.
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Merit Badges
animal science Merit Badge (11-17 yrs.)
September 9, October 12, November 9, 4pm, 
Frying Pan Farm Park, 2-hour lesson, $8 

astronomy Merit Badge (11-17 yrs.)
October 22, November 18, December 28, 
6pm, Cub Run
October 27, 4pm, Riverbend Park
December 29, 3:30pm, Riverbend Park, 
3-hour lesson, $12

Bird study Merit Badge (11-17 yrs.)
December 30, 9am, Cub Run, 4-hour lesson, 
$16 

environmental science Merit Badge  
(11-17 yrs.) 
October 9 and 16, 10am, Cub Run
October 11 and November 1, 9am, Cub Run
November 2 and 16, 9am, Cub Run
September 18 and 25, 10am, Frying Pan 
Farm Park
September 23 and 30, 3:30pm,  
Riverbend Park
December 12 and 18, 9am, Riverbend Park, 
two 2.5 hour lessons, $21

Fish & Wildlife Merit Badge (11-17 yrs.)
December 29, 9am, Cub Run, 4-hour  
lesson, $16 

Fishing Merit Badge (11-17 yrs.)
September 18, 8am, Riverbend Park,  
4-hour lesson, $41 

Forestry Merit Badge (11-17 yrs.)
October 2, 9am, Cub Run, 4-hour  
lesson, $16 

Geology Merit Badge (11-17 yrs.)
October 11 or November 2, 1pm, Cub Run
December 30, 1pm, Riverbend Park,  
4-hour lesson, $16

Insect study Merit Badge (11-17 yrs.)
September 18, 1pm, Cub Run
September 2, 9am, Riverbend Park,  
4-hour lesson, $16

Mammal study Merit Badge (11-17 yrs.)
September 25, 1:30pm, Frying Pan  
Farm Park
November 13, 10am, Frying Pan Farm  
Park, 2-hour lesson, $8  

soil & Conservation Merit Badge  
(11-17 yrs.)
November 1, 1pm, Cub Run
December 28, 9am, Cub Run, 4-hour  
lesson, $16 

tracking Merit Badge (11-17 yrs.)
September 25, 9am, Cub Run
November 1 or 2, 12:30pm, Cub Run, 4-hour 
lesson, $16 

scout events 
Parks offer the following scout programs  
to meet your schedule. Call the park for 
information.

colvin run Mill 
Brownie try-Its - listening to the Past 
(meets three requirements), Wave the Flag 
and Outdoor adventure. $5/person

Junior Girl scouts - Folk arts, local lore, 
Women’s stories and Food, Fibers and 
Farming $5/person

Bear scouts - What Makes america  
special? $5/person

green spring gardens
Daisy Girl scouts - nature and Gardening 
Journey Patch, $10

Brownie Girl scouts - earth and sky,  
Junior Girl scouts - Plants and animals,  
Boy scouts Wolves - Grow something, $10

Hidden oaks nature center
Bear Cub scout World Conservation award 
October 17, 1:30-4:30pm, $12/scout  
or sibling

Brownie nature scout Festival
December 5, 1:30-4pm. Earn one to four  
Try-Its as you rotate between activities 
for Animal, Earth & Sky, Eco-Explorer and 
Watching Wildlife. $10/scout or sibling

Wolf scout Badge Festival
December 11, 1:30-4:30pm. Earn one to 
four from the following: Your Living World , 
Start a Collection achievement/ arrow point, 
Native American Lore and Birds. $12/scout 
or sibling

riverbend Park
scout Camping for Cub scouts
November 12, 6pm - Saturday,  
November 13, 9am, (7-11 yrs.)
Scouts set up their tents and camp under the 
stars. $12/person, optional Riverbend patch 
$3.15/scout   

Girl scout astronomy Festival
December 4, 5:30-7:30pm
View outer space through a telescope, listen 
to ancient stories about the constellations 
‘round the campfire, take a guided tour of 
the night sky, and participate in hands-on 
activities. 

animal vets
December 1, 4-5pm or December 13,  
3:30-4:30pm, (Scouts 7-12 yrs.)
Go “behind the scenes” and help care for our 
exhibit animals. $4/scout, optional Riverbend 
patch $3.15/scout

sully Woodlands - cub run recenter
Cub Run RECenter naturalists can arrange 
badge programs for groups of 10 or more. 
Visit online or call Tammy at Cub Run, 703-
817-9407.

take the troop to Riverbend on november 
12 for a weekend camp-out.

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/rec/wcrec/sully_gateway/wcrec-scouts.htm

